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 f  BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
     Meeting Minutes. 

     Community Day Centre, West Heanton  
    Thursday 6th July 2023, 7.30pm 

Present, Cllr Bond (Chair) Cllr Nethacott (Vice Chair) Cllr Balsdon, Cllr Davis, District Cllr Wheatley, 
 County Cllr Saywell, Selina Woollacott (Clerk) One member of the public.  

 

1. Apologies. District Cllr Cottle-Hunkin.  
 

2. Declarations of interest 
2.1) Councillors to complete their Register of Members’ Interests forms. All have been completed and sent 
off to TDC. 

2.2) To declare interests in matters on the agenda. None.  
 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak. 
3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. The member of the public present did not wish 
to speak.  

 
4. Reports  
4.1) Report from County Councillor Saywell. Cllr Saywell explained he had been representing DCC at the 
LGA Annual conference in Bournemouth. Where there was a lot of talk around Devolution. Lots of Council 
have put in bids. The process is currently at the negotiation stage. Devolution for DCC would give the Council 
more control over area which would normally be controlled by government. Like Further Education, Skills 
Development and more funding for housing. Highways are trailing a new material Elastomac for filling potholes 
which is partly made of recycled materials. When it is poured it seal and dries very quickly. Due to it sealing 
better with the surrounding road surface it stops water getting in and the pothole reforming. The product is 
cheaper, takes less time and people to fill a pothole. A pothole on Mile Hill has been filled with Elastomac Cllr 
Saywell is monitoring how well Elastomac works in this pothole.MOP asked if the Elastomac will leak into the 
water course when it deteriorates? As far as Cllr Saywell knows, No. Dragon patching scheme for the summer 
has been drawn up and there are a number of Torrington Rural roads on the list. The Galmington to 
Farthingsland road is on the list and the Horseshoe Bridge to West Heanton road. BT have been issued an 
enforcement notice by DCC to fix the issue with water coming out of their manhole cover near Buckland 
House. Cllr Bond and the Clerk were discussing this prior to the meeting as the Parish Council logged this 
issue with DCC and with BT in January 2021. BT checked and said as the water was not affecting their 
infrastructure they would not be doing anything about it. Cllr Bond asked if BT will be digging up any part of the 
road. No, it is to clean out the duct and gully in the manhole cover so water goes away and does not come out 
of the manhole cover and run down the road. 

No more questions for Cllr Saywell.  
 
Cllr Saywell left the meeting.   
 
4.2) Report from District Councillor. Cllr Wheatley gave the following report. The main issue which affects the 
community here is that DCC are planning to cut the mobile library service and replace it with a voluntary 
service. The mobile library services are relied on by all ages. TDC has asked DCC a number of questions 
which have not been answered. Cllr Wheatley has sent a link to a petition to the Clerk to forward onto the 
Councillors. 4 Library vans visit 374 locations across Devon. Torridge has the least public transport links for 
people to be able to get to a library. Cllr Balsdon asked, How much will DCC save by not running this service? 
Cllr Wheatley replied that DCC say that they can not afford to run the service. DCC are not taking into account 
the social effect this will have on people and communities. The reasons for reclining numbers of users: the 
number of vans and routes were cut back years ago, the COVID pandemic, vehicles off the road for 670 hours 
last year, due to vehicle issues and maintenance and insufficient promotion of the service regarding a 
marketing campaign and reliable service. No more questions for Cllr Wheatley. 

 
4.3) Report from PCSO Baker. No report the next Teams meeting which is an online meeting to update 
Torrington and Torrington rural on crimes is at 7pm on wednesday 9th August.    
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5. Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 11th May  2023.  
6. Approve Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 11th May 2023. 
7. Approve Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting on the 11th May 2023. 
The above minutes were sent out to all Councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr Bond asked for an amendment to 
the apologies due to a member of the public not needing to send an apology for not attending a meeting. All 
Councillors agreed that all three sets of minutes were an accurate record of the meetings. Cllr Bond signed all 
three sets of Minutes.  

 
8. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda. None. 
 
9. Co-opt Councillor. John Salter has shown an interest in rejoining the Parish Council. Cllr Nethacott 
proposed co-opting Mr Salter onto the Parish Council. Cllr Balsdon seconded the proposal. All Councillors 
agreed. Mr Salter is co-opted onto the Council. Declaration of Acceptance of office form was completed and 
signed. Register of Members Interests form was completed by Cllr Salter. Clerk to send to TDC.  

 
10. Website. Clerk was checking the website and sending items to Cllr Bond to add to the website as she is 
unable to get items to load on to the website, and noticed that the documents on the website are not opening 
when clicked on and an error message appears. Cllr Bond and the Clerk are going to spend time together on 
getting the website up to date and running again.  

 
11. Parish Council Asset review.  
Clerk has updated the Parish Council Asset list and checked the items. Clerk read the list to the Council and all 
Councillors agreed the list was correct. Clerk signed the list.  

 

Laptop and Windows 365 December 2020 £814.97 with VAT 

Notice Boards X2 July 2019 £600 

Metal briefcase Before Mar 2012 £100 

Filing Cabinets X2 Before 2017 & 2019 £145x2 

Projector and Screen April 2015 £320 

Bench and Plaque Sept 2022 £426.60 with VAT 

Total value  £2,551.57 

  
 
12. Finance 
12.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts. On the 5th June 2023 the bank account balance was 
£11,387.78. The £760 P3 money for 2023/2024 has now hit the account. The outstanding cheques and the 
cheque on this agenda total to £150. The account holds £1,067.22 of P3 money. The Parish Council agreed in 
March to Grant £500 to a Coronation gate. This brings the usable balance down to £9,670.56.   

12.2) Cheque £40 for ICO The annual ICO payment. All Councillors agreed. The cheque was signed.  
12.3) Signatories on Bank Account. Natwest needs a signed copy of the Minutes. The Minutes were signed 
at this meeting. Clerk can now start the process of removing Mr Pett from the account and adding Cllr Balsdon 
and Cllr Davis.  

 
13. King’s Coronation  
13.1) Kissing Gate. Update from the Church Wardens and the landowner adjacent to the Church yard. Where 
the kissing gate will be sited on the public footpath. The site currently has a hard to use stile.  A design for a 
medium sized kissing gate which allows greater access has been agreed upon.We have planked up oak from 
the wood ready to cut into rails and posts. We hope we will be able to do it in August. Clerk replied that the 
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next Parish Council meeting is in September and an update would be good for the September meeting and the 
Parish Council can write the grant cheque in September.  

13.2) Frame for the Village Hall. Update from the Village Hall Committee Chairperson. One of our Trustee’s is 
currently arranging this. I should have more news in 2 weeks when we meet again. I will keep you posted. 
Clerk as replied that the next meeting is in September if the Parish Council can know the cost by them they 
can decide as a Council how much to grant towards the cost of the frame.  

 
14. Planning. 
14.1) Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes. None.  
 
14.2) Planning Decisions.  
1/1108/2022/FUL Demolition of existing outbuildings and erection of new garage. Modbury, Buckland 
Filleigh, Beaworthy, Devon. Application was granted permission.  

1/1106/2022/FUL Two storey extension with lower floor buried below ground and new bathroom within 
the existing house (amended plans) Modbury, Buckland Filleigh, Beaworthy. Application was granted 
permission.  The above decisions were read out.  

 
15. Footpaths and Roads 
15.1) Potholes. All roads with issues were covered in Cllr Saywell report. Keep reporting potholes.  
15.2) P3 money and repairs on Footpaths. As reported earlier in the meeting the P3 money for 2023/2024 
has been paid into the account. Clerk has contacted the contractor who will be repairing the footpath bridge on 
the Glebe to Chalhanger footpath and he plans to start in the next fortnight.  

 
16. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting.  
Temporary Traffic Notice - Road From Sedgewell Cross to Fillieghmoor Gate (TTRO2349898) 6th - 8th 
September 2023. Councillors asked what the road closure is for. Clerk checked, Clear 2 blockages in the 
carriageway.  

  
17. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting.  
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 7th September  2023 at 7.30pm Grit bins.  
 
Meeting Closed at 8.22pm  
 
Cllr Wheatley left. All Parish Councillors stayed for Part 2.  
 
Part 2. Clerk Appraisal. Clerk appraisal was completed. See appraisal form for more information. 
 
 

 

 
         Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.  

Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com     Telephone: 01409 281280 

 

 


