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                                           BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
     Meeting Minutes 

     Community Day Centre, West Heanton  

    Thursday 9th March 2023, 7.30pm 
Present, Cllr Pett (Chair) Cllr Bond (Vice Chair) Cllr Slater. County Councillor Saywell. 

 Selina Woollacott (Clerk)  
Meeting Started at 7.40pm 
 

1. Apologies, Cllr Nethacott and Cllr Balsdon. 
 

2. Declarations of interest 
2.1) Councillors are reminded of the need to keep their Register of Members’ Interests forms up to date. 
2.2) To declare interests in matters on the agenda. None.  
 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak. 
3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. No members of the public present.  
 
4. Reports  
4.1) Report from County Councillor Saywell. 
Still a backlog on pothole repairs. On Tuesday 2,000 across Devon and 177 in Torridge Rural were 
outstanding.. There is also a patching repair backlog. Non Safety defect repairs on hold while the backlog of 
safety defect repairs are completed. 40 gangs out on pothole repairs normally 17 gangs. The dragon is also 
out.  

The DCC budget has been set, a lot better than expected it would be in the Autumn.  
9% increase for Adult Social Care, 
18% increase for Children Social Care.  
There will be a 5% increase on council Tax which will generate 26 million.  
The overspend is now down to 3.5 million. One of the main reasons for DCC having an overspend is the last 
budget was set before the inflation increase. Inflation is currently falling. Within the Adult Social Care actions 
are being put into place to make savings. The budget for Adult Social Care is 350 million. There are day 
centres that have not recovered from Covid closures. They will be looked at to see if the services they provide 
can be delivered in another way. DCC has buildings it owns and is paying for the upkeep that are not being 
used enough.  

Question from Cllr Pett. If a day centre was used to its full capacity is that better than individual care? Yes if 
used to its full capacity but the ones which are not are costing the council money. Plus empty or thinly used 
day centres are also not a good experience for the clients either. 

Donna Manson the new Chief Executive has started the role and is now living in Devon. 
Devon’s Highway network is very vulnerable to the weather as the weather improves this will slow the number 
of potholes forming and help the teams get the backlog filled.  

No more questions for Cllr Saywell. 
 
Cllr Saywell left the meeting. 
 
4.2) Report from District Councillor Wiseman  No Report.  
4.3) Report from PCSO Baker. No Report.  
 
5. Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th January 2023. The minutes were sent out 
to all Councillors prior to the meeting. All Councillors agreed the minutes are accurate. Cllr Pett signed the 
minutes.  

 
6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda. None. 
 
7. Clerk Report, Planning comments, Thank you for Grants. Drains and ditch at Sawmills. Election 
Training,  Clerk Appraisal.  
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Planning comments. I submitted a comment of no objection from the Parish Council for conversion of barn to 
dwelling with associated garden, Galmington Farm, Shebbear, 

Thank you for Grants. Little Bears Pre School and Citizens Advice have sent a thank you for the grants they 
received from the Parish Council. 

Drains and ditch at Sawmills. I asked the local Highways Officer for information on who is responsible for 
ditches and drains. He sent this diagram. 

 
 
Election Training, I attended DALC training to update my knowledge on the process and what happens if we 
need a Parish Council election. 

Important dates from TDC. 
Nomination papers available from 20 March 
Notice of Election 20 March 
Delivery of nomination papers From 21 March 10am 
Deadline for nomination papers 4pm on 4 April 
Statement of persons nominated 4pm on 5 April 
Last day to register to vote 17 April 
Last day to register for postal vote 5pm on 18 April 
Notice of poll 25 April 
Deadline for receiving Voter Authority Certificate Applications 5pm on 25 April 
Last day to register for proxy vote 5pm on 25 April 
Polling day 7am - 10pm 4 May 
  
 Clerk Appraisal. I am trying to complete an Appraisal with each of my Parishes annually. I have an appraisal 
form that i can fill out, the appraisal shouldnt unless there are any issues, take longer than 20 minutes. As the 
May meetings will take up most of the evening it was decided to add the Appraisal on to the July meeting.  

 
8. Finance 
8.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts. On the 3rd February 2023 the bank account balance 
was £10,139.99. All the written Cheques have been cleared out of the account. The Account holds £622.20 of 
P3 funds to be used on Footpath signs. A cheque for the footpath signs will be signed tonight leaving £307.20 
of P3 money to rollover into the next Financial year. Minus off the P3 funds and the cheques on the agenda 
this evening give a usable balance of £9,390.18  

8.2) Microsoft 365 annual fee. £59.99 
8.3) Reflectors for the bench £4.62 
8.4) Andy Moon Invoice for collecting, supplying and installing footpath sign. Funds from P3 money. 
£378   £315 + £63 VAT.   
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Councillors agreed payments 8.2,8.3 and 8.4.  The cheques were signed.  
 
9. King’s Coronation.  
9.1) Events and Grants. A few suggestions on how to celebrate and mark the King’s Coronation have been 
sent to the Clerk.  
The Village Hall Committee will be co-hosting an event with St Mary’s Church. It will most likely be a lunch 
party, much the same as they did for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. No definitive plan until towards the end of 
March. We would be appreciative of any financial support with this. As with the Jubilee, we plan to provide 
sparking wine to toast the King. 
 
On Sunday 7th May there is "Lighting up the Nation", the illumination of iconic landmarks, etc around the UK.  
Perhaps the Parish Council could organise somewhere in the parish to be lit up on that evening?   
It could be a building, tree (s), a road junction, even The Dip, twinkling with fairy lights .   
 
Monday 8th May is "The Big Help Out", an opportunity to volunteer to assist in local communities.   Having 
spoken to the church wardens, they are going to organise a tidy up of the graveyard with refreshments 
available.   
  
A proposal to change the footpath stile in the corner of the churchyard to a Kissing Gate, which would allow 
better and safer access to walkers using the footpath.  The style is completely unsuitable for less agile/older 
people who would like to walk a bit further. It would be of benefit for the community to replace the current 
arrangement, with a more practical gate, the design of which would be in keeping with the surroundings.  The 
church wardens are onboard with this idea, and happy to discuss it with the Parish Council.  I know that Parish 
Council members have lots of expertise, so could move this project forward if it is decided it can be done. 

  
The Councillors discussed the above ideas. The Parish Council has set aside £500 in the budget for the King’s 
Coronation. The Councillors decided and all agreed that the funds would be most beneficial being used 
towards a kissing gate as this will benefit all ages in the community, it will benefit the present and future 
community and be a lasting reminder of the King’s Coronation. The Parish Council would like a plaque on the 
gate to say in honor of the King’s Coronation. Clerk to discuss with the Church Warden and Footpath officer.  

  
9.2) Memorabilia. The Parish Council looked at different memorabilia ideas, Mugs, Bookmarks, Coins, 
Keyrings, Wristbands, Badges, Pens, Note books. The Parish Council agreed to not purchase memorabilia for 
the children of the Parish. Cllr Pett suggested that once the Kissing Gate is installed, invite the Children of the 
Parish to the opening of the gate and take a photo of them all at the gate and give each child a copy of the 
photo. 

 
10. Queen Elizabeth II Plaque or Stone. Clerk emailed the Village Hall committee asking for their thoughts on 
a way to mark Queen Elizabeth II life as the longest serving monarch. With the suggestion of a stone or plaque 
inset into the Village Hall front wall. The idea is to remove an exciting stone from the wall and insert an 
engraved stone. The Village Hall Committee replied back with, 

 We think that some form of commemoration of the Queen’s long life is a good idea. The consensus was that an 
engraved stone set into the wall would be less impactful than a nice large framed photograph, to be sited 
inside the hall. The Councillors discussed the framed photograph idea and as the Parish Council is not aware 
of what size photograph and where it will be sited inside the hall the Councillors agreed to send the Village Hall 
committee £50 towards the cost of the photograph and frame. All Councillors agreed. Cheque was written and 
signed.  

 
11. 20’s plenty campaign. Clerk received an email from a Dolton resident, this is part of the email. The 
national campaign – who we joined – suggests that the way forward to a county-wide change of speed limit is 
to group together and ask Devon County Council to get behind it. Cornwall are doing it, Wales are doing it and 
Scotland are doing it – in fact 28 million UK residents now live in a 20mph zone. Let’s try and bring Devon into 
this group. Not only is it safer for our children, vulnerable adults,elderly, dog walkers and horse riders, but it 
reduces emissions, saves fuel and reduces noise to name a few benefits.So, we are reaching out to ask you to 
put an item on your next agenda to pass a motion of support for a speed change within your community. Also 
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to write to your Devon County Councillor to request such a change, asking them to bring this up in a council 
meeting. If enough parishes take part, it will hopefully cause the council to be more enthusiastic about a 
county-wide change. Councillors agreed that as there are no speed limits other than the national speed limit 
within the Parish they will not pass a motion of support. All Councillors agreed.   

 
12. Election, Nomination papers. Covered this agenda item in the Clerk’s report.  
 
13. Planning. 
13.1) Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes. None. 
13.2) Planning granted permission. None. 
 
14. Footpaths and Roads. 
14.1) P3 Application update. I have submitted the P3 paperwork and asked for £590.44 towards the cost of 
removing the rotten bridge and installing a new bridge and new steps on the side of the bridge on footpath 5, 
Glebe to Chalhanger. The total work has been quoted at £897.64 and the Parish Council has £307.20 left of 
P3 money to use. Clerk will let the Council know if the funds are Granted.  

14.2) Update on Roads. Galmington Road. The road from Sedgewell Cross to Filleighmoor Gate is on the list 
for surface dressing this Spring. The road needs patching work and drainage cover work completed before the 
resurfacing. This work will take place on 14th March 2023 with a one day road closure.  

Galmington Road a member of the public asked me (clerk) to have a look at Galmington Road and I reported a 
few potholes. Most of the potholes are non safety defects so will not be repaired anytime soon, due to non 
safety defect repairs being put on hold until the backlog of safety defects has been completed.  

   
15. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting.  
Election information sent to Councillors.   
 
16. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting. The date of the next meeting to be agreed due to the 
Election the meeting needs to be held between 10th - 25th May. Clerk suggested Thursday 11th May. 
Councillors agreed Thursday 11th May for the next Meeting.    

 
                                                      Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.  

Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com     Telephone: 01409 281280 

 

 


