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                                   BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
     Meeting Minutes 

     Community Day Centre, West Heanton  

    Thursday 10th November 2022, 7.30pm 
Present, Cllr Pett (Chair), Cllr Bond ( Vice Chair), Cllr Nethacott, Cllr Balsdon.  

Selina Woollaoctt (Clerk) 

 
 

1. Apologies, Cllr Salter, County Cllr Saywell. PSCO Baker.  
 

2. Declarations of interest 
2.1) Councillors are reminded of the need to keep their Register of Members’ Interests forms up to date. 
None.  

2.2) To declare interests in matters on the agenda. None. 
 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak. 
3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. No members of the public present. 
 
4. Reports  
4.1) Report from County Councillor Saywell. Report sent and read out by Clerk.  
My apologies that I can’t be with you tonight. 
  
Main updates across DCC 
  
Budgets  - You will probably have seen the media coverage now about this. The projected £40m overspend 
for this financial year has been brought down to £6m… but that has been achieved through having to make 
savings on existing budgets this year and postponing long term projects in IT and recruitment etc. However the 
Children’s Services Budget continues to overspend and every possible effort is being made to contain and 
reverse the overspend but it is not easy. 
Nonetheless, we should be able to balance the books for this financial year… the challenge is going to be next 
year. At the moment we are looking at a projected budget gap of £60m, which on top of the £15m planned 
savings identified in the Medium Term Financial Strategy, means that we are looking at overall projected 
savings of £75m. 
Unlike a lot of central government institutions, local government has to balance our budget every financial year 
by law. If we do overspend, then that has to be covered from reserves or some other external income stream. 
If we can’t, we have to issue what is called a Section 114 notice which, in effect, means the local authority 
becomes bankrupt. 
Needless to say, a bankrupt council cannot help anyone. The £75m savings can be achieved but it will mean 
deep and painful cuts as the Council Leader has already outlined. 
This is not a problem that is unique to Devon. It is a national issue, from speaking to colleagues across the 
country their budget problems are similar, and many actually are worse! Cornwall’s budget deficit for next year 
is £62 million (they are smaller than Devon), Plymouth is facing similar problems. Further afield, Norfolk County 
Council has a £60m budget gap for this year. Kent’s is £70m. 
Inflation has been the main driver for a lot of these cost pressures, with some sectors such as Highways 
actually experiencing hyperinflation. I hope that we will have much more clarity after the Autumn Statement 
and when the Local Government Finance Settlement comes through. 
  
Non Budget Matters 
  

● Cost of Living Help – Devon has received a further £5m funding to help households weather the rising 
costs of living, with help to pay for food, energy and other essential items. More information about this 
is online here - Councils to receive additional funds to help support households with rising food and 
energy costs - News (devon.gov.uk) 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fcouncils-to-receive-additional-funds-to-help-support-households-with-rising-food-and-energy-costs%2F&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.saywell%40devon.gov.uk%7C57d9a801c248488da20b08dabddc2d0d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638031050583449871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GJUQNr90QCSe8TumlFJwkbD7hbCEHcmN63Hj4sRUAno%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fcouncils-to-receive-additional-funds-to-help-support-households-with-rising-food-and-energy-costs%2F&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.saywell%40devon.gov.uk%7C57d9a801c248488da20b08dabddc2d0d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638031050583449871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GJUQNr90QCSe8TumlFJwkbD7hbCEHcmN63Hj4sRUAno%3D&reserved=0
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● Support for Children during school holidays – Free holiday activities with hot meals are now 
available for children during the Christmas 2022 holidays. All children are eligible to register, although 
priority places will be given to children aged five to 16 years old (or four-year-olds, if in reception), who 
are eligible for and receiving benefit-related free school meals and their families. More information 
available online here - HAF providers – Christmas 2022 – Education and Families (devon.gov.uk) 

● Recruitment of Chief Executive – Longlisting for the Chief Executive position has now taken place 
with 9 candidates going forward to technical interview. Shortlisting will take place on the 11th November 
with a final appointment and interviews on the 23rd and 24th November. Some good, strong candidates 
have put themselves forward and I am looking forward to seeing how they do over the next phases of 
interviews and assessments. 

  
So in summary, very busy times at DCC but if there are any other local matters you’d like me to look into 
please let me know and I will follow them up. 
  

4.2) Report from District Councillor Wiseman. No Report.  
4.3) Report from PCSO Baker. Report sent to the Clerk. No Crimes logged and no Incidents logged for 
Buckland Filleigh in the past 2 months.   

 
5. Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th September 2022. MInutes were sent to all 
Councillors prior to the meeting. All Councillors who were at the last meeting agreed the minutes are correct. 
Cllr Pett signed the minutes.  

 
6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda. Cllr Pett reported that 
there has been a near miss at Sedgewell Cross with a car coming from Shebbear and going to Buckland 
Filleigh not stopping at the crossroads and only just missing a car coming from Furze Cross road. A few years 
ago the same happened and a vehicle was hit and the emergency services were on site for a long time. Are all 
the signs clean and visible from all directions? Can the Parish Council ask Highways for a rumble strip to 
prevent this from happening. Clerk to talk to local Highways officer.  

 
7. Clerk Report, Website, Bench and Plaque, Fly Tipping, Shebbear Village Hall posters. P3 Footpath 
Workshop. Thank You from Mrs Hulm. 
 

Website. Cllr Bond is changing how the website is written so that hopefully I will be able to upload to it earlier.  

Bench and Plaque. The work is all completed weather was on our side and the concrete pad was installed 

then a week later the bench attached to it.  

Fly Tipping. Reported at the last meeting. I contacted TDC who arranged for it to be collected. No issues 

since.   

Shebbear Village Hall poster. I contacted the Chair of the Village Hall Committee and explained that the 

Parish Council has no problems with posters being put up but please can they be taken down after the event. 

The posters were taken down.  

P3 Footpath Workshop. Went to Ashwater Village hall on 14th October only stayed for the morning and 

lunch. Did not stay for the walk in the afternoon. Learned how Devon is mapping all the footpaths and coastal 

paths in Devon on the definitive Map. This has been going on for over 30 years and most parishes have been 

completed. Learn how they use historical information to map the paths. Saw photos of work carried out on 

footpaths and coastal paths in Devon over the last few years. Most Parishes have issues with the rule of dogs 

to be kept under control; they would like it to be dogs to be kept on a lead. Also people not sticking to the 

footpaths or knowing where the footpaths go. Landowners blocking footpaths. That the public need educating 

on where the paths are and how to walk them responsibly, not dropping litter, picking up after their dogs and 

leaving gate as they are found.  

Cllr Balsdon thinks there may be an issue with the bridge on the footpath behind The Glebe. Councillors will 

report to the Clerk if there is an issue.   

Thank You from Mrs Hulm. Dear Selina and all on the committee, 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Feducationandfamilies%2Fdocument%2Fhaf-providers-christmas-2022%2F%23introduction&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.saywell%40devon.gov.uk%7C57d9a801c248488da20b08dabddc2d0d%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638031050583606120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rorWOgjTrCz89MrFWfjwrr8j%2F6gKlnNazzWZgtyFXaw%3D&reserved=0
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I have recently had our youngest daughter staying with me and we went over to Buckland Filleigh to see the 

bench ( and sit on it! ) We were delighted to see it in situ, looking over to Dartmoor; such a lovely view. It is so 

near our lovely old home, which we both missed when we moved here, and I still do. 

Thank you all so much for thinking of the bench, and placing it where it is now. I know how pleased Freddie 

would be to know what you have done, as am I. My thanks to you all. 

Yours, Brenda 

 
8. Plaque to mark the death of Queen Elizabeth II. Suggested by Cllr Pett as Queen Elizabeth II was the 
longest serving monarch. The Parish Council could mark this in some way with a plaque or stone. Suggested a 
stone in the front wall of the Village Hall. Clerk to ask the VIllage Hall Committee their thoughts on this idea.  

 
9. Finance 
9.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts. On the 5th October 2022 the account balance was 
£12,555.29 the 2nd Parish Precept payment of £1,568.50 was paid in. Cheques on tonight agenda total to 
£1,758.60 this will bring the account balance done to £10,796.69. The account is holding £622.20 of P3 funds 
to be used on Footpaths. The usable balance is £10,174.49 

9.2) TDC Salary Invoice, £300.  
9.3) Chq for the Bench £372.60, £310.50 excl vat, Plaque £54, £45 excl vat. Total £426.60.  
9.4) Chq for D Hockin for the base for the bench £1,032.  £860 excl vat. 
Agenda items 9.2 - 9.4 cheques signed and all Councillors agreed to the payments.  
9.5) North Devon Record Office grant request. The Parish Councillors discussed and Cllr Nethecott 
proposed a grant of £60 and it was second by Cllr Balsdon all Councillors agreed a Grant of £60. Previous 
years the Parish Council had granted £50. Cheque to be signed at the next meeting Clerk to check payee 
name.  

9.6) Plough Art Centre grant request. Councillors discussed and all agreed no to a grant at this time.  
9.7) Half year Accounts. All Councillors had a copy of the payments in, payments out and the up to date 
budget. Up until the 30th September. Total payments in, £3,497 still waiting for £93.30 which is the VAT 
reclaim. Total payments out, £1,938.04. The planned large payment out for the Bench area is £1,458 which is 
£1,215 excluding VAT. The Parish Council spent £525 on the Jubilee. Will need to budget for the coronation of 
the King which is planned for 6th May 2023. The budget has been updated to the end of September still a few 
charities who normally apply for grants that have not yet. No questions from Councillors.    

 
10. Clerk Salary review. The NALC have released the new pay scale. The Clerk is currently on £10 an hour for 
60 hours a year. Councillors asked when pay was last reviewed Clerk was unable to find the answer at the 
meeting. Since the meeting checked the minutes and it was March 2019. Clerk confirmed the hours are still 
correct 60 hours a year. Clerk suggested the Parish Council would like to pick a pay level and then each year it 
increases in line with that level. Unless the Parish Council has reason not to increase it. Councillors discussed 
and Cllr Nethacott proposed level 9 which is currently £12.06 an hour. Second by Cllr Balsdon. All Councillors 
agreed. Clerk Salary to be set at Level 9 which is currently £12.06 to start on the 1st December 2022. Clerk 
and Cllr Pett as Chair to contact TDC payroll service.  

 
11. Planning. 
11.1) Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes. None. 
11.2) Planning granted permission. None.  
 
12. Footpaths and Roads. 
12.1) Work on the Footpaths and Checking Footpaths. The Sign that needs replacing at the end of 
Challhanger lane should be replaced in the next few weeks. Cllr Balsdon was asked if he can ask Tracey to 
check the footpaths for the Parish Council.  

12.2) Update on Roads. Clerk keeps reporting issues on the roads and with the drain. Now the wet weather is 
upon us the potholes which are currently not classed as safety defects will likely soon be safety defects. Local 
Highways officer is aware of the drain cover that is open. He has been out to replace the cover once before 
and will do it again soon.    
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12.3) Road Closure 21st - 25th November 2022 Filleighmoor Gate to Hembury Gate. New water service 
being installed.   

 
13. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting.  
Planning Training email. Planning training being run by Helen Smith TDC Planning Manager. Friday 11th 
November, 7pm. Shebbear Village Hall.. All Councillors and Clerk invited.  

 
14. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting.  
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12th January 2023. 
Parish Precept, Budget, P3 Application. 
 
Cllr Bond informed the Council he will be receiving his Snow Warden High Vis Jacket and two shovels shortly. 
The Parish Council has a good supply of grit ready for winter.  

 
Meeting Closed 8.59pm 
 
 
 

 
         Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.  

Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com     Telephone: 01409 281280 

 


