
BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Hybrid Meeting Minutes.

West Heanton Day Centre and Zoom.
Thursday 13th May 2021, 8.00pm

Present, Cllr Adrian Pett (Chair) Cllr Tom Bond (vic Chair), Cllr John Salter, Cllr Alistair Nethacott, Selina
Woollacott (Clerk) Via Zoom County Cllr Andrew Saywell.

1. Apologies, Cllr David Balsdon, District Cllr Richard Wiseman.

2. Declarations of interest
2.1) Councillors are reminded of the need to keep their Register of Members’ Interests forms up to
date.

2.2) To declare interests in matters on the agenda. None

3. Open Session for members of the public to speak.
3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. None.

4. Approve Minutes of the meeting held on 17th March 2021. All councillors agreed the minutes were
correct. Cllr Pett signed the minutes.

5. Matters raised at the last meeting for inclusion in the agenda,
5.1 installing a bench on the road from The Glebe to Parsons Cottage. Clerk has met with the
landowner of the field next to the proposed site of a bench and has agreed to a site. The landowner is
happy to have a bench at the site unless it causes a litter problem. If it does cause an issue it was
agreed that the Parish Council would remove the bench. Clerk to agree the above in writing with the
landowner.Clerk shared photos of a number of different style benches with the Council, recycled plastic
with a wood effect, wood and aluminum. This was to get an idea of the style the Council would like.For
the clerk to research more options in the style ready for the next meeting. The Council agreed on a no
arms, recycled plastic wood effect. Clerk to complete the DCC highway’s paperwork to locate a bench
near a highway.

5.2 Website. Clerk met with Cllr Bond to have training on how to upload items to the website. The Parish
Council decided to leave the website as it is and see how the Clerk gets on with uploading to the current
website. Cllr Bond has paid for the website domain name. Parish Council will reimburse Cllr Bond for the
cost which is £25 for 2 years. May 2021 - May 2023.

6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda. None.

7. Reports
7.1 Report from County Cllr Saywell, Cllr Saywell thanked the Parish Council for setting up a Hybrid
meeting, he will still try and attend in person when he can. Hybrid meetings are better for the
environment as it cuts down on the amount of traveling Cllr Saywell needs to do.It also means he can
attend more than 2 meetings in an evening.

Elections
Thank you to Buckland Filleigh and Torrington Rural for re-electing me. It is a huge honour to be
re-elected and returned with an increased majority and 55% of the vote. I will do all that I can to repay
that trust and represent everyone, however they so voted.

Buckland Filleigh Dip
DCC can confirm that works to alleviate the flooding at The Dip have been completed. The works were
successful and a new 300mm diameter pipe has been installed to carry water from the highway into the
local waterways. This should prevent the dip from flooding in the future. Whilst on site DCC also installed
a new gully grating to an existing buried gully at the lowest point in the dip to help with water collection
and disposal.



The listed wall was carefully removed and reinstated and the embankment above built back with an
environmental bag system that provides structural stability to prevent the land above collapsing into the
road. This will green over as the season progresses and blend nicely into the surrounding areas.

So far, the new drain is working well.

Coronavirus

● Stats – As of 13 th May the DCC area of Devon now has up to 20,417 coronavirus infections since
the start of the pandemic.

● Since the 8th May that is a weekly increase of 78 infections, with most new infections coming from
South Devon.

● By way of comparison… in Torridge there were just 3 new infections in the last 7 days, North
Devon had 9 in the last 7 days, West Devon 6 cases in the last 7 days.

● Infection numbers are now broadly static over the past couple of weeks, seeing 10-15 new cases
a day on average, but given low numbers we are seeing marginal rises/falls but can play out as
large percentage swings.

● We are seeing infection cases predominantly in young people and working age adults (picked up
through asymptomatic testing) so it is important we all still adhere to the public health measures
and restrictions (Hands, Face, Space, Fresh air) both within work and outside work.

● DCC are still encouraging people to get a rapid Lateral Flow test twice a week, even if you have
been vaccinated as you can still catch COVID and be infectious.  Please visit Devon.cc/testing to
find out how you can get tested.

COVID Vaccinations
The rollout of the vaccine in Devon and in Torrington Rural continues to go well.

I sent a briefing note from the NHS to the Parish Councils earlier this month but the main points for
vaccine rollout:

● 694,770 people in Devon received their first vaccine dose between 8th December – 2nd May, while
more than 340,000 second doses have been given.

● Latest estimate is more than 90% of anyone over 50 in Devon has received their first dose. In
total 68.4% of the adult population in Devon, those aged 16 +, have received a first dose.

● Phase 2 over the vaccine programme (under 50’s) has commenced.  Please wait to be contact
and then you can book your 1st and 2nd jab.

● If you have an appointment for a first or second dose these appointments remain in place and its
really important that you attend it as planned.

● Even when you have been vaccinated, you must still continue to follow the COVID-19 safety rules
– remember hands, face, space, and fresh air!

This remains a huge logistical exercise, very much dependent upon the speed and rate of vaccine
supplies. Please wait for the NHS to contact you when it is your turn. The roll out is getting more
localised, those who cannot travel far should be able to get their jab administered locally.

Local Covid Testing
Rapid Lateral Flow community testing is now available in Torrington. This is for anyone without
symptoms but aimed specifically at key workers/people who cannot work from home etc.

The DCC Mobile Testing site at Torrington is available on:

● Tuesday
○ 3:30 pm to 7 pm – Sydney House Car Park, EX38 8AA

● Friday
○ 11 am to 2:30 pm – Sydney House Car Park, EX38 8AA

My understanding is no appointment is necessary to get a test at these walk in locations. Home testing
kits are also available. More information can be found at devon.cc/testing

http://devon.cc/testing


Local Highways Matters
The new Neighbourhood Highways Officer for our area is Russell Hookway who is taking over from
Darryl Jagger. Russell previously worked for the North Devon area Highways Team and Cllrs there spoke
very highly of him. Please give him some time to familiarise himself with the area though I am sure he
will get to grips with Torrington Rural and the issues we face here very soon.

Questions for Cllr Saywell , Cllr Bond, will highways be resurfacing the road, Horseshoe bridge side of
the dip to stop the large puddle forming? Cllr Saywell asked for photos of the puddle to be able to
discuss with highways. Highways and Cllr Saywell are aware that water flows out of the BT manhole
cover on that part of the road.

Cllr Pett asked who sets the recycling centre charges as he feels they are very high and it is no wonder
fly tipping is on the increase. Cllr Saywell will look into it before the next meeting.

7.2 Report from District Cllr Wiseman, No Report.

8. Finance
8.1. Bank Account Balance, 1st installment of the precept £1,532.50 as of the 27th April the balance
was £10,813.49 no unpresented chqs.

8.2. Clerk’s Salary and payroll fees, £340 TDC have invoiced for half a year clerk salary and for payroll
services. Chq signed.

8.3. Insurance. Clerk updated the insurance policy with the new laptop, to be covered away from the
clerk's home due to the laptop being needed at meetings.The Parish Council could pay £207.13 for a
year or if they enter into a 3 year long term agreement with Community First Insurance the amount will
be £196.77 per year. The Parish Council agreed to enter into the 3 year agreement as they have not
changed insurance companies in the last few years and have no plans to in the future. Chq signed.

8.4. DALC membership. £56.25. Chq signed. DALC has been very helpful with information during the
pandemic.

8.5. End of Year accounts, check and sign AGAR form. The end of year accounts are complete and
will be externally checked shortly. Councillors agreed to the accounts and Cllr Pett signed all parts of the
AGAR form.

9. Emergency Plan. The Parish Council decided to not do a full Emergency Plan but to create an
information leaflet to be delivered to all properties. The leaflet to include information as to where the
defibrillator is located, contacted details for the Village Hall. To involve the local business to find out what
plans they have in place for Emergencies. Councillors and Clerk to draw up a list of what information
should be in the leaflet ready for the next meeting.

10. Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes, None.

11. Footpaths and Roads
11.1 Work completed on the Dip. Update covered in Cllr Saywell report. Work has been completed.

11.2 Letter of support for work to be completed at Dipper Mill. Request from Shebbear Parish
Council. Clerk has sent a letter to Highways voicing concern on how close the river is getting to the road
at Dipper Mill. The bridge at Dipper Mill is listed Clerk included this in the letter. Highways replied, As for
the River Torridge the stance from a highways perspective is to monitor. Measurements have been taken
for the past couple of years, the distance between the road and the river bank is not an immediate
concern from a highways perspective and any works at this time would lie with the land owner, not the
local authority. Any advice for river and riparian management would be supplied from the environment
agency (as you have already contacted) and not the highways authority. Whilst the area is being
monitored the highways authority would only become involved if the river began to threaten the highway
integrity.



Clerk also wrote to the Environment agency no reply at the time of the meeting. The Clerk will keep
Councillors up to date on this issue.

11.3  P3 funding update. £860 P3 funding will soon be paid into the account. The local contractor will
complete the work on the bridge soon.

11.4  New Neighbourhood Highways Officer, As Cllr Saywell reported, new Highways officer for the
area which includes Buckland Filleigh Parish. Russell Hookway. The condition of the road by Galmington
Farm is getting worse. Clerk will take photos and report the road.

12. Correspondences email to councillors prior to the meeting.
Updates from DCC and Devon Covid Vaccine updates.
Notice of Election, also put up on the noticeboard.
Website cost and information as requested by councillors at the last meeting.

13. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting, final Zoom fees, Emergency Leaflet, Bench, Update on
Dipper Mill, Where to hold future meetings.

Meeting Finished 8.42pm

Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.
Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com Telephone: 01409 281280


