
BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Meeting Minutes 

Buckland Filleigh Village Hall 

Thursday 1st August 2019, 7.30pm 

Present. Adrain Pett (Chair) Tom Bond (VIc Chair) Dave Balsdon, Alistair Nethercott, 
John Salter, Selina Wooollacott (Clerk) Councillor Andrew Saywell, Councillor David 
Hurley, arrived later Councillor Richard Wiseman.  
 

1. Apologies  ​PSCO Mellissa Baker  

2. Declarations of interest,  ​None  

3. Open Session for members of the public to speak, ​Councillor​ ​David Hurley 
introduced himself. He is one of the District Councillor for the ward.  The other being 
Councillor Richard Wiseman.  Councillor Hurley and Councillor Wiseman have 
divided the parishes within the ward up. Buckland Filleigh is one of Councillor 
Wiseman paishes. If the parish has any problems at District level then we can 
contact Councillor Wiseman. 

  
4. Minutes of meeting held on 9th May 2019 and matters arising,   
Minutes checked and signed by Chair Adrian Pett.  
 
5. Matters raised at the last meeting for inclusion in the agenda 
None . 
 
6. Finance 
6.1. Bank Account Balance,  Current balance is £11,567.55 

6.2. Chq for ICO,  £40 chq signed ready for the renewal of the Information 
Commissioner's Office policy. 

 
6.3 Chq for New Notice Board,  The new notice boards have been fitted and the old 
ones taken away.  The amount was £585 to Doubleuprint. Chq signed and sent.  

 
6.4 Chq for Filing Cabinet Folders, New document  folders for the new filing cabinet. 
Clerk is currently refiling the archive documents.  Chq for £11.49 signed.  

 



6.5. Little Bears Pre School Grant request, Little Bears Pre School wrote a letter 
requesting a Grant along with print outs of the items they would like to buy.  The 
Letter which was read out by Selina (clerk) outlines how the Pre School is run by a 
voluntary committee and that the Pre School receive funding for the hours that 
funded children attend and charge for the hours non funded children attend. This 
covers the running cost of the PreSchool. The PreSchool fund raise to be able to 
update equipment. Recent fundraiser have been Bags 2 School, table top sale and a 
stall at the Flower Show.  The Pre School would like to buy new resources for 
September. The items are  

 
YPO Peg Board X2    £17.58                                    Helps with Maths Stills 
Oxford Wooden Stacking Rings    £14.99                 Helps with Maths Skills 
YPO Nature Blocks       £37.95                                 Helps with Maths Skills 
Trixie Frida Tunnel System   £16.49                         communication,social skills  
Trixie Birte Wood Mouse House    £12.99                communication, social skills 
Trixie Bjork Log Cabin   £4.99                                  communication, social skills 
Natural Wood People Figures   £11.94                     communication, social Skills  
YPO Robot Mouse       £39.99                                  Coding and Directions  
 
            Total £156.92 
All the Skill above are area Ofsted look at as part of their inspection.  
 
All the Parish Councillor agreed to Grant Little Bears Pre School £156.92 to purchase 
the items.  Chq for Little Bears Pre School written and signed.  

  
6.6. Village Hall Grant request for ramp.  Buckland Filleigh Village Hall have provided 
the Parish Council with an invoice for the installation of the ramp. The final amount 
was £1,235.  This amount is less than the Village Hall were originally quoted.  All the 
Parish Councillor agreed to Grant the Village Hall the full amount of £1,235.  Chq for 
the Village Hall was written and signed.  
 

7. Administration 
 
7.1. Police matters- PCSO Report. PCSO Melissa Baker send out a report at the 
beginning of July.  Between 01/05/2019 - 30/06/2019 1 Theft, 1 Transport and 2 
Public Safety incidents.  The Public Safety incidents were a strange call with no 
further action required and a domestic. Parish Councillors would like more 
information on crimes in the future. Clerk to ask PCSO.  

 
7.2 Torrington Area Advisory Group, No Meeting as not enough matter raised for an 
Agenda.  

 
7.3 Website. Selina (clerk) has sent over the end of year accounts to Tom Bond, to 
be put on the website. Tom has asked that email are clearly labelled with, for the 
website. 

Clerk to put email address on the Parish noticeboard.  
 



7.4 Report from Councillor A Saywell. - Councillor Saywell said that not much has 
changed from the report he sent.  This is the report sent for the 11th July meeting 
which was cancelled.  
Cllr Andrew Saywell Report for Buckland Filleigh Parish Council 
  
New Neighbourhood Highways Officer 
  
The new NHO is Sarah Campbell who will be covering for Darryl Jagger for around the next 
6 months or so. She is very efficient and thorough in dealing with enquiries though for run of 
the mill defects such as potholes, blocked drains, broken signs etc. please continue to use 
the website or call the customer service centre to report them. 
  
The Dip 
  
I have discussed this again with Joe Deasy, Head of Highways Asset Management. I will 
copy the email he sent me last week which is as follows: 
  
“This scheme has been reviewed in further detail in the last few months. This has helped to 
understand the benefits and disadvantages of different options. For instance filling in the dip 
is something that is not practical. 
  
Drainage  schemes which are currently proposed across the county are being assessed for 
design this financial year with works being planned for 20/21 (assuming that the current 
budget will be available then).  Buckland [Filleigh] Dip is one of the schemes that is being 
included in this assessment and by the Parish Council’s September meeting highways 
should be in a position to confirm whether this is the case.” 
  
Given the above it would appear that filling in the Dip has been ruled out and come 
September I will let you know what exactly Highways will be proposing. 
  
Highways ‘Pilot’ 
  
Since the last meeting I have now visited officers to see the initial findings of this work. Bit 
difficult to describe succinctly but basically they’re looking at what they are doing and how 
they can break down all the various systems that have developed over time. For example, a 
simple patching and surface dressing scheme in West Devon involved 20+ stages and more 
than a dozen site visits! So lots of extra work and duplication that could be cut out… 
  
Work on the pilot is ongoing… they are going to be looking at Torrington soon as an urban 
area. I am hopeful they will also select a rural parish within Torrington Rural soon as well. 
  
Fire Service Consultation 
  
You will probably have seen the media coverage over potential fire station closures. There is 
no threat to the stations at Torrington (which is fully crewed and has excellent availability 
rates for the pump), Holsworthy or  Hatherleigh. Rural coverage in Torridge could actually 
get strengthened if the ‘roving appliances’ policy is adopted. More information about the 
consultation can be found online here - 
https://www.dsfire.gov.uk/SaferTogether/ServiceDeliveryConsultation//TakePartInTheConsul
tation.cfm?siteCategoryId=18&T1ID=211&T2ID=460 
  

https://www.dsfire.gov.uk/SaferTogether/ServiceDeliveryConsultation/TakePartInTheConsultation.cfm?siteCategoryId=18&T1ID=211&T2ID=460
https://www.dsfire.gov.uk/SaferTogether/ServiceDeliveryConsultation/TakePartInTheConsultation.cfm?siteCategoryId=18&T1ID=211&T2ID=460


 
Councillor Saywell had 2 items to add to this the first being that he has sent out an email 
about the NHS long term plan for Devon which the Clerk has sent on to the Parish Councillor 
and the Buckland Filleigh Newsletter. The Second is Highways request to meet with Parish 
Councillor which will be discussed later in this meeting.  

 
8. Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes 
None 
  
 
9. Footpaths and Roads 
9.1 Buckland House Dip update.  Please see Councillor Saywell report above.  Tom 
Bond can confirm that highways have spoken to the Landowner of the field the drain 
is under.  The Pumps in the Dip have not been needed recently due to the dry 
weather. Tom has informed the meeting that the pumps do need cleaning as there is 
a lot of silt in the drain.  Plus Tom has noticed that more bricks have fallen into the 
dip. Tom hopes to get the pumps cleaned before any wet weather.  

 
9.2 Flatten Salt Box, Tom Bond reported to the clerk that the Salt box at Filleighmoor 
Gate had been flattened by an overturned silage trailer.  Clerk reported that the salt 
box had been flattened via the highways report a problem website.  The salt box has 
now been replaced.  

 
9.3 Winter supplies e.g salt. - Tom Bond confirmed that the parish has a good supply 
of salt and the salt spreader has been services.  Parish Council have asked the clerk 
to advertise  for a Snow Warden/s.  

 
10. Correspondences 
 
10.1 Environment Agency Letter- Licence to abstract water.  - Clerk received a letter 
from Environment Agency. Explaining the new licence needed to abstract water from 
surface or groundwater source. If more than 20m3 (4,399 Gallons)  is abstracted per 
day. The licence has to be gained before 31st December 2019.  Clerk to scan the 
letter and send it to Buckland Filleigh Newsletter and put the letter up in the notice 
board.  

 
10.2. Highways Work Parish Meeting Request -​ ​Clerk has received an email from 
Darryl Jagger at DCC Highways team.  Members of the Highways team would like to 
meet with Parish Councillors to discuss, which routes are most important to the 
community, what problems the parish council are aware of on carriageway and 
footways, what carriageways need to be repaired in the parish the most. What 
drainage problems the parish council are aware of. Adrian Pett and Tom Bond have 
agreed to meet with members of the highways team.  Date and time to be arranged 
between Adrain,Tom and highways.  

A few roads which were discussed that need repairs not all in our parish.  
The road from Brandis Cross which heads towards Torrington.  
The road from Furze to Sedgewell cross.  
The road by Little Galmington 
Shebbear to Stibb Cross road next to Moortown Farm. 



  
 

11. Matters for inclusion in the next Agenda, - ​This was a letter from Jim Cox in 
the Buckland Filleigh Newsletter, 

 
 Letters, Buckland Filleigh, St Mary’s Church yard I have been cutting the grass and 
strimming around the graves for quite a few years and have loved doing it, but at 82 I 
am looking for more Jim time as old age does not come alone. I will still help keep up 
the church repairs using a local man. So Buckland Filleigh, time to decide who would 
like to do a few hours for the community as from 1 August 2019. Yours, Jim Cox (you 
can contact Jim via the editor if you do not have his details)  

 
Dave Balsdon asked that the Parish Council discuss at the next meeting if there is 
anything the Parish Council can do to help.  Clerk to contact the editor of the 
newsletter to find out what response he has had from the above letter.  

 
Meeting finished 8.10pm  
 
 
Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk 

Email: ​bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com​     Telephone: 01409 281280 

 
 


