BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes
Shed at Sawmills Bungalow
Thursday 10th September 2020, 7.30pm
Present Clir A Pett (Chair) Clir T Bond ( Vic Chair)ClIr D Balsdon, Clir A Nethacott,
CliIr J Salter. Selina Woollacott (Clerk)

1. Apologies, Clir A Saywell, Clir R Wiseman, PCSO Melissa Baker.
2. Declarations of interest, None.
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak, None

4. Minutes of meeting held on 9th July 2020 and matters arising, minutes emailed to all
Parish Councillor prior to the meeting. All councillors agreed the minutes are correct. Clir
Pett signed the minutes. Clir Pett Thanked Clir Balsdon for the use of his shed for this
meeting. CliIr Pett thanked Clir Bond for his offer of holding the meeting in the new day
centre at West Heanton which is currently under construction.

5. Matters raised at the last meeting for inclusion in the agenda,

5.1 installing a bench on the road from The Glebe to Parsons Cottage using the £1000
bequeathed to the Parish Council. Clerk contacted DCC highway and has a link to the
application form for permission to install a bench on the above stretch of road. Parish
Councillors discussed what type of bench and the feeling is a recycled plastic or galvanised
steel bench. Clerk to fine designs and cost of recycled plastic and galvanised steel benches.
Clerk to contact the landower to explain the idea to him.

5.2 Corona Virus Grant from TDC £253.90 how the funds were used. Clerk was informed
by TDC that all unspent grant funds would be claimed back from the September parish
precept payment. Parish councillors discussed a few ideas via email prior to this meeting,
none of the ideas got a majority vote from the councillors and a few of the ideas did not meet
the brief. The funds will be claimed back by TDC.

6. Reports
6.1 Report from Councillor A Saywell. - Clerk read out the following report,
Coronavirus
However we are starting to see the numbers increase... mainly driven so far by residents
returning from holiday, primarily foreign holidays. There was a recent spike of cases — a
dozen or so —in a day in East Devon/Exeter which was traced to a group of men returning
from holiday from Croatia.
Latest stats:
e We have now a total of 1434 cases in Devon, an increase of 49 in the last 7 days.
e 62in Torridge (up 5 in the last 7 days),
e 141 in North Devon (up 7 in the last 7 days)
e 78 in West Devon (up 1 in the last week).

We are keeping a very careful eye on the cases and how they develop... To give some
context, 6,400 tests were carried out in Devon last week... we're seeing a positivity rate of
less than 1%. BUT, numbers are going up...

These cases are being identified by NHS Test and Trace, identified quickly, and action taken
quickly. Track and Trace does appear to be working well in Devon, since its launch to 16th
August, 86% of people were reached by Test & Trace which is one of the best in the country



(15th out of 150 nationally), and 68% of close contacts were identified (21st out of 150
nationally). These rates have improved locally and nationally in recent weeks, so the figures
for Devon will be higher again although they are not available yet. Complex cases are
referred to the Public Health England Local Health Protection Team for follow-up: they are
currently reaching 100% of cases.

But we must remain vigilant and keep up the focus on keeping our infection numbers low....
We will see numbers rise and fall, but we must all focus on what we can do to keep those
numbers low. That means sticking to the guidance and the basics. And the advice from the
Devon Director of Public Health is:

* wear a face covering when in enclosed spaces
* keep a safe distance — 2 metres where possible

» wash your hands with soap and water often and use hand sanitiser if handwashing
is not possible

 cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve if you cough or sneeze
* do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean.

We've seen good observance of this in Torrington Rural and throughout Devon. We must
keep it up — keep washing those hands!

School Transport

e A huge amount of work has gone on in the County Council and in our Schools to get
transport arrangements in place for September.

e DCC have put in place transport arrangements for both children entitled to free transport but
also for children who would have used public transport.

e Around 70 extra buses across the County will be put on service and will be dedicated to
school and college pupils only, with some duplicating public service bus routes where social
distancing makes it impossible to accommodate both pupils and normal
passengers/commuters.

e Full details of these additional services can be found on our Travel Devon website.

Highways/The Dip

e The Clerk and | attended a socially distanced meeting with Highways and representatives of
the landowner. The Clerk will give a report of the meeting.

e Highways have also emailed the planned list of other parish works for the forthcoming year
and | would urge the Council to take up the offer of a virtual meeting to discuss them further
(if you’re not online you can still phone into the meeting...)

Work Hubs

e As ‘working from home’ is likely to continue even after the end of the pandemic, Devon
County Council have been looking at proposals to build new ‘work hubs’ which are in effect
flexible work spaces, designed for home-based and mobile workers, business start-ups,
freelancers and entrepreneurs.

e | think for rural areas like Torridge it will be a benefit as it will attract people who ordinary
would have to live or work in a city.

e Two locations have been identified, one in Torrington and another in Winkleigh and | have
been working with both Torridge District Council and Devon County Council Officers on these
proposals and | hope the Torrington Rural bids will be successful in securing funding.


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjguMjYyMzAxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmF2ZWxkZXZvbi5pbmZvL2J1cy9sYXRlc3QtbmV3cy1zZXJ2aWNlLXVwZGF0ZXMvIn0.nzHLIFk95ImEK226kFHFzM1N5aRrAzlsBTFyT5GCQXY/s/1178268692/br/82922795834-l

e Even if this initial bid is not successful | think there is a lot of merit in this going forward as |
think there will be more ‘home working” and we are in a good position to capitalise on this in
Devon, offering a much better quality of life than having to move to a large city.
6.2 Report from Councillor Wiseman, No report.

7. Finance

7.1. Bank Account Balance, As at the 5th August 2020 the balance is £11,510.19 one chq
to clear for £40 to ICO.

7.2.Gift for Ralph using Chair allowance. Parish council chairperson has an annual
allowance of £30, it was discussed at the January meeting that a gift should be brought for
Ralph Nicholson as he is supplying the electric for the pump in the dip. Councillors agreed to
purchasing a gift. Clir Pett asked the Clerk to purchase a gift.

7.3 Clerk’s laptop. Since the current clerk started in the role in 2017 she has used her own
laptop for the role. The clerk before her used his own laptop as well. The Laptop handed
over to the clerk which belongs to the Parish Council does not work. The Clerk's own laptop
no longer works and was running windows 7. Clerk would like to purchase a laptop to use for
Parish Clerk work. Parish Councillors agreed a laptop needs to be purchased. Clir Bond said
it will need to have office 360 for team meetings.ClIr Bond suggested looking on ebuyer. The
parish council agreed a budget of £500 - £700. Clir Bond will destroy the old laptop. Clir
Bond will assist the Clerk with the purchase of the new laptop.

8. Website, All parish council website must meet accessibility requirements. Clerk asked Clir
Bond who manages the website, to check the website. The website does need an
accessibility statement. Clerk to create a statement and send to Clir Bond for the website.

9. Community Fibre Partnership details emailed to councillors prior to the meeting. A
parishioner asked for this item to be on the agenda. Below copied from the website.
What's a Community Fibre Partnership?

We work with your local community to build a customised fibre solution to bring fibre
broadband to homes and businesses.

We put a joint funding arrangement in place, which means we contribute some of the costs
and your community funds the rest. We’'ll then build the most affordable solution we can to
meet your needs. We'll also advise on any grants you might be able to get to help pay for
your part e.g. from local authorities or the Government.

If your area already has fibre broadband, you can also use a Community Fibre Partnership
to upgrade to even faster speeds.

Parish councillors have asked the clerk to put an article in the parish newsletter to find out if
there is local support for this.

10. Items from March 2020 agenda

10.1 Layout of agenda, Clerk to update the layout and information on the agenda. Clir Pett
would like an agenda point for any urgent business or correspondence brought forward with
the approval of the Chair.

10.2 Set time of year for grant applications. At the January meeting the Parish Councillors
asked that this item be discussed at the March meeting,due to Crovid 19 the March meeting
was cancelled. The May and July meetings were kept short with only very important agenda
items. Parish Councillors agreed to keep grant applications as they are and the Parish
Council will discuss each application at the next meeting after the application is submitted to
the Clerk.



11. Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes
1/0605/2020/FUL Proposed new building for additional storage to existing business

Buckland Filleigh Sawmills, Shebbear, Devon, -
No Objections from Parish Council

1/0614/2020/FUL Change of use of existing granny annexe
to uint of holidays. Filleigh Moor Gate, Sheepwash.
No Objections from Parish Council

12. Footpaths and Roads

12.1 Update on work and maintenance on footpaths. The first gate for the Challhanger
footpath should be delivered 11th Sept.The contractor has not been able to repair the steps
yet on The Glebe to Challenger part of the footpath. Clerk to keep checking progress with
the contractor. Clerk reminds Parish Councillors it will soon be time to walk the footpaths
again. To be discussed at the next meeting.

12.2 The Dip, Planning, road closure and update on BT openreach, The planning for
highways to take down and then rebuild the wall has been granted. The wall will be taken
down when the work is completed on the drain.Then rebuilt using the stone which was taken
down. The clerk contacted BT openreach about the water flowing in and out of the manhole
cover on the hill from Buckland House down to Horseshoe bridge and about the branches of
the trees touching the telephone wires and if BT openreach would like to carry out
maintenance work while the road is closed. BT openreach said that it is fine for water to flow
in and out of the manhole cover, the water is not causing any damage. BT openreach will
only cut branches back if there is a known fault on the line which is proved to be caused by
branches.BT openreach will not be carrying out any work.The Parish Council do not have
any road closure dates at this time. There has been a set back on when the work will start on
the new drain in the dip. Due to the land lying wet the landowner has denied access into the
field during the months of October to March. Below is a statement from Alice Watson
Highways Graduate Engineer Engineering Design Group

A meeting was held on Monday 7th September which was attended by DCC, our contractors
(Skanska), DCC’s agent, Selina (Parish Clerk) , Councillor Andrew Saywell and the land agent acting
on behalf of the landowners. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the timing of the works in
respect of the ground conditions in the field. With the ground being prone to damage in wet periods
and the associated risk to the duration and safety of the works it was determined that the period
between October and March would not be suitable to undertake the main excavation works required to
install the new drainage pipe, and therefore the installation of a new drainage pipe will be delayed to
the next year. A decision was made to split the work into two separate sections, patching and drainage
and we will be undertaking some pre-start works this side of Christmas, which will enable the
temporary works design for the main drainage works. We will also be repairing the length of the road
as marked up previously in the year. Works to the road within the dip itself will be temporary fixes
and the permanent resurfacing undertaken at the same time as the drainage works to ensure the
greatest longevity of our works. We will be undertaking the pre-start borehole works in the first week
of October. When we know definitive dates for the patching and drainage works these will be
advertised accordingly for everyone. An agreement between DCC and the landowners has been drawn
up and agreed to allow the drainage works to be undertaken in the new year with the borehole works
being undertaken soon.

Clerk is in regular contact with Alice Watson, Clerk will update Parish Councillors and parish with
road closure information when it is received.



12.3 Snow warden, Clir Bond is the current Snow warden, Clerk checked with Clir Bond
about the amount of salt/grit the parish has. Clir Bond advises asking highways for more.
Clerk to contact Highways.

13. Correspondences email to councillors prior to the meeting.

13.1 TDC Strategic Plan 2020 - 2023, email sent to Parish Councillors for them to read and
feedback if they wish to do so.

13.2 Devon Local Flood Risk Management Strategy email sent to Parish Councillors for
them to read and feedback if they wish to do so.

13.3 Devon Solar Together, Information put up in the notice board.

13.4 Community Orchards Grant. Information put up in the notice board.

14. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting, The next meeting is 2th November venue to
be confirmed or if under local lockdown on zoom.

Meeting Finished 9.00pm

Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk
Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com  Telephone: 01409 281280



