BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes
Zoom
Thursday 12th November 2020, 7.30pm
Present, CliIr Pett (Chair) Clir Bond (Vic Chair) Cllr Nethacott, Clir Salter,Selina
Woollacott (Clerk) County Clir Saywell.

1. Apologies, Clir Balsdon, PCSO Baker.

2. Declarations of interest

a) Councillors are reminded of the need to keep their Register of Members’ Interests
forms up to date.

b) To declare interests in matters on the agenda. No declarations of interest.

3. Open Session for members of the public to speak.
a)Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. No members of the public

4. Approve Minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2020. All Parish Councillors
agreed the minutes are correct. Clir Pett signed the minutes.

5. Matters raised at the last meeting for inclusion in the agenda,

5.1 installing a bench on the road from The Glebe to Parsons Cottage using the £1000
bequeathed to the Parish Council. Clerk has contacted the landower of the field next to
the proposed site for the bench, the landowner is talking over the idea and will reply shortly.
Clerk has researched recycled wood effect plastic benches and galvanised benches both
start at around £280+ As long as the landower has no issues with the proposed site of the
bench, Clerk will provide bench options to the Parish Council at the next meeting.

5.2 Community Fibre Partnership/ Gigabit Voucher Scheme. Clerk had 3 people show an
interest in getting faster broadband after putting an article in the newsletter. Councillors
decided it is not viable to progress with this idea.

5.3 Clerk’s Laptop Clir Bond and the Clerk have been researching laptops. They have found
a HP 250 G7 with Windows 10 pro for £624.99 +vat and 1 year subscription to office 365
£51.24+ vat at the last meeting a budget of £500 - £700 was set this is within budget the
price of laptops has increased since the 1st lockdown. All Councillors agree to the Clerk
ordering the above.

6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda.
None

7. Reports
7.1 Report from Councillor A Saywell,
Coronavirus

e Stats — As of 12" November DCC area of Devon now up to 6,354 coronavirus
infections since the start of the pandemic.

e Since the 10" November that is a weekly increase of 806 infections.

e By way of comparison... in Torridge there were 50 new infections in the last 7 days,
North Devon 103 in the last 7 days, West Devon 58 cases in the last 7 days.

At my request, the DCC Public Health Team have had a look at the data in Torridge and
have confirmed they are very low numbers — following the pattern of mostly single or
household cases, with a few in workplaces, a couple from primary schools, and four cases
picked up in care homes. Currently Torridge has the lowest rate of all the Devon districts, at



approximately two thirds of the overall Devon rate and a quarter of the national rate, which is
good news.

In general, the cases are scattered, tending to be scattering of 1-2 cases cropping up in
workplaces, cases picked up by routine staff and resident testing in care homes etc. Torridge
is still one of the lowest places in the country and all positive cases are being followed up, by
NHS Test and Trace or PHE.

The key message for our residents is to keep their distance, particularly important if they are
over 60 or under 60 with poor health. The Government guidance is very good on this point.
There is no doubt that the residents of Buckland Filleigh, Torrington Rural and indeed all of
Devon have put in a magnificent effort to keep the virus at bay for as long as possible.
Please do make sure that those who need support get support and please do follow the
rules and guidance during this difficult time. If you need any help on anything please don’t
hesitate to get in touch and | will do all that | can to help.

The following statement from the Director of Public Health, Dr Virginia Pearson does help
explain the context behind recent developments:

“The number of incidents of coronavirus in Devon is still below the national average,
however cases have been rising across the county in line with the rest of the country over
the past month, in all our communities and in all age groups, although the majority — 55 per
cent — are in young adults aged 16 to 39.

“In Exeter, where we saw cases increase in early October mainly due to cases in university
students, they have fallen significantly over recent weeks thanks to prompt action by the
university and public health, and are now again below the national average. Around 40% of
Exeter cases relate to the University of Exeter. Non-university student cases in Exeter are
well below the national average, and there is no evidence of significant spread of the virus
between student and non-student populations in the city.

“But we know that the virus has been spreading in adults of working age, often in social
settings. We must continue to take extra care and must never drop our guard.

“Testing capacity has increased in Devon, and the number of tests completed has been
rising steadily since August, with the number of tests done doubling.

“Most current cases have had contacts traced through the NHS Test and Trace system. The
latest performance shows over 75 per cent of contacts are followed up in Devon.

“It should be said that by and large, Devon residents, shops, businesses, educational
establishments and care homes, have all behaved impeccably to limit the impact, and have
followed national guidance around social distancing, hand hygiene and wearing of face
coverings. And that has undoubtedly kept the number of positive cases lower in Devon,
keeping us in the lowest of the government’s alert levels.

“However, national data emerging in more recent weeks has shown that, should the country
take no additional measures beyond the current restrictions, England would be exceeding
the ‘worst case scenario’ levels.

“Public Health Devon supports the need for a time-limited lockdown. If we don’t take extra
steps now, numbers will continue to rise and it will put additional pressure on our busy
hospitals. We are already seeing our local hospitals having to cancel non-urgent operations.”

“Devon’s response has been first rate, and we have all pulled together — Devon residents
included — to limit the impact of coronavirus, and that is what has kept the number of positive
cases low, sufficient that we are at the lowest alert level in the country. However, more
needs to be done to halt the rising case numbers and the impact on the NHS. We now need



to make sure we are in the best possible position to come out of the national lockdown by
driving down rates. We are asking all local people to help by following the public health
guidance to the letter.”

I know it will be a difficult month — but we got through the first lockdown and | know we will
get through the second. Please do continue to follow the public health guidance — hands,
space, face — and together | know we will get through this latest lockdown.

Buckland Filleigh Dip

e Borehole works took place in October and went well and a good set of results were
taken.

e Patching works on the road are due to start week commencing 7™ December.

Drainage works are due to commence last week of March, first week of April in 2021.

e Despite the delay to the drainage works, the funding has been allocated for this and
the County Council are aware of why the works have been delayed. The money that
has been provided for this scheme is still intended to be spent on this scheme!

Covid Grants

Devon County Council has temporarily re-opened the COVID-19 Fund to provide
flexible funding resources to organisations working with communities who are
disproportionately impacted by coronavirus. This includes those who are clinically
extremely vulnerable, and the find is designed to help mitigate for the social and
economic consequences of the second National Lockdown.

Applications opened on Monday 9th November 2020 and will close on 2™ December
2020

Applications will need to include details of how much funding will be required and
how you have assessed the need for that amount. Grants will typically be between
£300 and £700, although in exceptional circumstances we may make offers of up to
£1,000

More information online here -
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/covid-19-fund/

North Devon Link Road Upgrade

e The Government has confirmed it is awarding DCC £60 million to upgrade the North
Devon Link Road between South Molton and Barnstaple.

e Sections of the road will be widened to provide better overtaking opportunities and
improve journey time reliability, and eight junctions will be upgraded to improve
safety.

e Junction improvements also include improvements to Westleigh Junction, Haywood
Rd Roundabout and Buckleigh Junction on the A39 in Bideford.

Deepmoor Recycling Centre

e Remains open for essential use but please note it will be undergoing resurfacing
works on Saturday 21% November 2020. Due to the nature and scale of these works,
the Recycling Centre will have to be closed to the public on that day (1 day only).

Cycle Path Link from Tarka Trail to Torringon
e There is a consultation out to use the ‘Rolle Rd’ route to Mill St and the preferred
‘link’ between the Trail and the Town. You can respond here -
https://www.torringtoncommons.org/2020/10/taddiport-cycle-path-proposal-2020/



https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/covid-19-fund/
https://www.torringtoncommons.org/2020/10/taddiport-cycle-path-proposal-2020/

Schools and School Transport

e Despite the lockdown there has been a good return to School with the latest
attendance figures for schools at the end of last week in Devon at 93% (compared
with 89% nationally). All Schools in Torrington Rural have had an attendance rate of
over 90%,

e It is now mandatory for pupils to wear face coverings on school transport. Previous
guidance asked pupils aged 11 and over to wear face coverings unless they were
exempt, however some did not.

e Since November 2™ it has been a condition of travel.

e The County Council will operate a ‘two strikes’ policy. If a student is found not
wearing a face covering by the school or transport operator on two occasions, and
there is no record of them being exempt from using one, they will be refused travel
for a period of time.

e Those travelling on Special Educational Needs (SEN) transport will not be included in
this new policy, as the maijority of children are in categories which exclude them from
wearing face coverings. However, passengers with SEN who can wear a face
covering are encouraged to do so.

Support for Parents/Children

e The Government have awarded DCC more than £2 million to support vulnerable
people, children and families over Winter.

e School Holiday Activities and Food Programme will be expanded covering Easter,
Summer and Christmas in 2021.

e Councils will distribute the funds rather than Schools as they are best placed to
directly help the hardest hit families and individuals, as well as provide food for
children who need it over the holiday.

e Local Authorities will receive the ring fenced funding at the beginning of December.

Alongside this:

e The Healthy Start scheme payments are set to increase — they support pregnant
women or those with children under four who have low income and are in receipt of
benefits to buy fresh fruit and vegetables.

e Additional funding for food distribution organisations.

7.2 Report from Councillor Wiseman, No report.

8. Finance

8.1. Bank Account Balance, At the 5th October 2020 - £12,761.57 no cheques to be clear.
Last payment in was the 2nd part of the parish precept on 28.09.2020 £1,251.38

8.2. Clerk’s expenses, Zoom fees 03.07.2020 practice meeting, 06.07.2020 highways
meeting, 12.11.2020 parish council meeting. £5.39 per meeting Total £16.17

Ralph’s gift and gift bag £34.80

Total £50.97 All Councillors agreed the clerks expenses chq to be signed by Clir Bond and
Clir Nethacott

8.3 TDC Clerk salary Chq £300 Chq to be signed by Clir Bond and Clir Nethacott

8.4 Village Hall hire November 2019 and January 2020 chq £20 As above

8.5 Andrew Moon repairs to the footpath steps and gates Chq for £1,454.64

£242.44 vat to claim back. £1,212.20 Gates still to be delivered, 2x 12ft gates, clerk to
enquire when the gates will be delivered before sending chq. Chq to be signed by Clir Bond
and ClIr Nethercott.

8.6 Grant request from Little Bears Pre School, Shebbear. Letter from the Chair person of
Little Bears Pre School sent to Parish Councillors. Clerk summarised the letter for the



meeting. Little Bears Pre School are asking for a grant of £160 towards the cost of supplying
and installing perspex sheeting on 3 sides of their outside covered area. Making the area
drier and more usable during the winter months. Total cost is £360. All Parish Councillors
agreed to grant the amount of £160 to Little Bears Pre School. Chq to be signed by Clir
Bond and Clle Nethacott.

8. Clerk Training Courses. Selina (Clerk) was booked on to the Clerk essential course in
May 2020 which was cancelled. The training is now on zoom over 3 mornings. Clerk is
booked on to the course as well as budgets and data protection courses. Each course is £30
and the clerk is spreading the cost across her 3 parishes. Clerk’s plan is to complete CiLCA
in 2021.

9. Website, The website needs working on Clir Bond and Clerk to arrange an afternoon to
work on the website. Clir Bond updating the website, Clerk sending him what he needs to
upload onto the website.

10. Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes
1/0605/2020/FUL Proposed new building for additional storage to existing business

Buckland Filleigh Sawmills, Shebbear, Devon,
Application was granted permission.

No planning applications at this time.

11. Footpaths and Roads

11.1 Update on the Dip and road closure. Information already given above in Clir Saywell
report. Patching works on the road is due to start week commencing 7" December. Clerk will
inform the Parish Councillors once she receives the road closure notification.

11.2 Footpaths are being checked by Mrs Balsdon, Mrs Balsdon has walked all but 1 of
the footpaths she was asked to walk. She hopes to walk the last one before the January
meeting when the Parish Council will complete the P3 application.

Update so far from Mrs Balsdon. Paths 2 Grasscott,3 West Heanton,4 Hembury are all fine.
The path into Buckland Mill was checked by the Clerk and is fine. The path going into
Challhanger is checked regularly by Clir Nethacott.

Path 5 In behind Buckland House, comes out opposite The Glebe across the road and in
near The Glebe down to Challhanger.

The sign pointing into the hedge towards Glebe is fine in the winter, but in the

summer it is so overgrown by the hedgerow.

The footpath behind Glebe Cottages has a section cordoned off with horse tape,

it also has a clip to a battery unit thing, looking like it is electrified. | could not

see if it was electric or not. The owner of the field came out and told me to

unclip the 2 ends of the lengths of horse tape, it is hooked to the fence and |

also unclipped the electric and then continued along my way. It wasn't clear to

me, until she came out, whether | could use this footpath or not because of the

way it has been cordoned off.

The steps are completed and fine, however the bridge is not. About 5 planks

across from the Glebe side, one of the planks is rotten and a large hole is now

evident. Certainly large enough for you to put your boot through.

The stile leading on from that into Challenger field, the dog gate is very awkward, this

is because the cross piece to lift the dog gate is on the wood side, so when you have
crossed the style and go to get the dogs through, | keep them in the woods first,

because of the sheep, there is nothing to lift the solid dog gate with.

Clerk to check footpath rules about electric fences. The bridge and stile will be
discussed at the next meeting.



11.3 Grit delivery. Clerk has requested a delivery. Highways should be contacting Clir
Bond shortly to arrange delivery.

12. Correspondences email to councillors prior to the meeting.
12.1 Government Consultation on Planning reforms
12.2 updates from DCC and Clir Andrew Saywell about Covid and Lockdown,

13. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting
Bench
Footpaths P3 application.

Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk
Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com  Telephone: 01409 281280




