
BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

                                     Buckland Filleigh Village Hall Car Park 
   Thursday 9th July 2020, 7.30pm 

 
Present, Cllr Adrian Pett (Chair) Cllr Tom Bond ( Vic Chair) Cllr Alistair Nethacott, Cllr 
John Salter. Cllr Richard Wiseman. Selina Woollacott (Clerk) 

  
1. Apologies Cllr Dave Balsdon, Cllr Andrew Saywell. PCSO Melissa Baker 

2. Chairs report. ​Cllr Pett gave a report.The last year has been pretty much the same as                 
previous years. The main ongoing issue is the flooding of the dip. Over the last year                
progress has been made on solving the flooding issue. We hope to see the work completed                
this year.  
The Parish Council granted funds to local charities  
£1,235 to the Village Hall for the new ramp in the entrance. 
£156.92 to Little Bears Pre School for counting and small world toys. 
£1,197.99 Churchyard for strimmer and other items to maintain the churchyard.  
£50 North Devon Record office.  
  

Clerk took charge of the meeting. . 

3. Election of Officers- ​Clerk ask​ed if anyone would like to step forward as Chair. No one                 
Step forward. Clerk asked if Cllr Adrian Pett was happy to continue as chair, he is. Clerk                 
asked if anyone had an issue with Cllr Pett Continuing as Chair, no issues, all Councillors                
agreed for Cllr Pett to continue as Chairperson for Buckland Filleigh Parish Council. 
Cllr Tom Bond is currently Vic Chair. Clerk asked if anyone would like to step forward as Vic                  
Chair, No one. Clerk asked Cllr Bond if he is happy to continue as Vic Chair, he is. No                   
objections from councillors all agreed for Cllr Bond to continue as Vic Chair of Buckland               
Filleigh Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Adrian Pett took charge of the meeting.  
 
4. Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer, ​Selina Woollacott ( Clerk) is currently 
the Responsible Financial Officer. Selina is happy to continue all Councillors agreed.  
 
Finished at 7.36pm 
 
                                   ​BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

       Meeting Minutes  
       ​Buckland Filleigh Village Hall Car Park 

      Thursday 9th July 2020, 7.40pm 
 
Present, Cllr Adrian Pett (Chair) Cllr Tom Bond ( Vic Chair) Cllr Alistair Nethacott, Cllr 
John Salter. Cllr Richard Wiseman. Selina Woollacott (Clerk) 

  
1. Apologies ​Cllr Dave Balsdon, Cllr Andrew Saywell. PCSO Melissa Baker 

2. Declarations of interest,  ​None 
 



3. Open Session for members of the public to speak, ​No members of the public present.  
 
4. Minutes of meeting held on 28th May 2020 and matters arising, ​All councillors have 
read the minutes, Minutes signed by Cllr Adrian Pett  

 
5. Matters raised at the last meeting for inclusion in the agenda, 
5.1 Ideas for the £1,000 bequeathed to the Parish Council by Freddy Hulm.  Cllr Alistair 
Nethacott suggested a bench on the verge near Parsons Cottage looking out towards 
Dartmoor. As this is near where Freddy Hulm lived and there is a lovely view.  Clerk to look 
into the cost as it will need a concrete base and check with highways about putting a bench 
on the verge. No other suggestions at this time will be discussed at the next meeting when 
the Clerk has all the information.  

 
5.2 Corona Virus Grant from TDC £253.90 how to use the funds. - Cllr Tom Bond has had to 
close the day care centre at the nursing home due to corona virus, He is thinking about 
opening up the day care centre in the Village Hall. Clerk advised he needs to speak with the 
Village Hall committee as the hall is currently closed. Some of the above funds could be 
used for Hall hire and electric. To be discussed at the next meeting as a non starter until the 
Hall is open.  

 
5.3 Shebbear community School Grant request.- Shebbear Community School has written to 
the Parish Council asking for a Grant to buy Chromebook laptops. The School currently has 
12 and would like to buy at least another 15 at the cost of £200 each. The School has been 
loaning out a few of the Chromebooks to children who do not have laptops or tablets so that 
they can attend the Zoom lessons and complete their home learning online. The School 
would like enough for a whole class to use them all at the sametime.   Clerk asked the 
School a few questions prior to the meeting to help the councillors with their decision. Clerk 
asked how many Children will be attending the School in September? Forecast is 62 
children in Sept.  

Asked how many of the children attending the School live within Buckland Filleigh? Between 
5 -10 children. 

Asked if the School has applied for Grants else where and how much they are hoping to be 
Granted from Buckland Filleigh Parish Council. The School have also applied to Shebbear 
Parish Council and may be asking Cllr David Hurley as well. Hard to say how much as don't 
know what the Parish Council finances are.  Perhaps £500 - £600.  

The Parish Councillors discussed and asked for the current bank balance £12,600.19.Chair 
checked with the Clerk that there were no large outgoings planned. There are not.  The 
amount of £800 - £1000 was suggested and then all councillors agreed on £1,000. Chq for 
Devon County Council (Shebbear Community School) £1,000 written and Signed. Clerk to 
hand into the School.  

  
6. Finance 
6.1. Bank Account Balance, - As of the 3rd July £12,600.19 no chqs waiting to clear.  
 
6.2. Chq £40 ICO Chq written out for Information Commissioner £40 and signed. Clerk to 
Send to ICO 

 
6.3 Chq £90 new locks on notice boards.- Added on the agenda as the invoice was received 
7th July. Both the notice boards had new stronger locks as one of the locks had broken and 
the others were sticking. Clerk advised to keep the keys in the locks to stop rushing and 
spray regularly with WD40. Locks were changed by DoubleUprint who installed the notice 



boards. Chq written out for £90 and signed. Clerk to send the chq to C Walter, owner of 
doubleUprint.  

  
7. Administration 
7.1 Report from Councillor A Saywell. - Cllr Saywell sent a report as he was unable to attend. 
DCC Cllr Andrew Saywell Report for Buckland Filleigh Parish Council July 2020 

I am sorry not to be joining you this evening but I have clashing ‘virtual’ meetings tonight. 
Main developments for this month. 

 ​The Dip 

● Can I thank you all for attending the Zoom Briefing on Monday. I think it went well. I have 
nothing further to add at this stage, still waiting for confirmation as to when the works start. 
Also have been in touch with Selina about putting an article in the Parish Newsletter about 
the project. As and when I have more information I will let you know. 

 ​Coronavirus 

● Latest coronavirus cases – there have been 1,190 recorded coronavirus cases in the DCC 
area of Devon, with just 49 in Torridge. This may sound like a large increase since the last 
meeting but the Government is now including ‘Pillar 2’ testing data. This information was 
being shared with DCC anyway and the ‘new’ cases recorded were nearly all historic. 

● Our numbers remain very low and since 3​rd​ June we have seen just 0-2 new infections 
recorded county wide. The last time we had a double digit increase was 12 cases on May 28. 
So far, the easing of lockdown restrictions since May has not seen any significant spike in 
infections. DCC is ranked 149 out of 150 for the lowest rate of infections in upper-tier local 
authorities, only North East Lincolnshire has less! 

● By way of comparison, Leicester was recording 80+ new infections a day before their 
lockdown. 

● Local Track and Trace – DCC has now launched its ‘Local Outbreak Management Plan’. The 
Council will work with the national track and trace service to identify any local outbreaks 
(which is generally defined as 2 or more positive cases in a community in separate 
households). 

● Every scenario will be different but if there is an outbreak a range of measures can be taken 
from tracing and isolating contacts, isolating or closing workplaces/businesses, deploying 
mobile or community testing and more before having to consider a local lockdown. 

● DCC does not envisage having to close down Devon over the summer, but some business 
premises may be shut if a local outbreak is identified. 

 It is because our infection numbers are so low that Devon is in a good place to deal with any 

local outbreaks swiftly and effectively. It also means we are in a position to welcome back 

tourists and visitors to the County safely. 

 I do not in any way underestimate the threat of the virus and it is absolutely essential that 

we continue to follow social distancing and keep washing our hands as often as possible. 

But our infection rates are very low and our hospitals have spare capacity. 120 beds will also 

become available in the Nightingale Hospital if it is needed. 

 Other news: 



 ​Highways Funding – Following a grant from the Government DCC’s Highways Budget has been 

increased by over 50% for this financial year, with an additional £27m going in on top of the existing 

budgets. We are part of a trial for Highways in Torrington Rural, so I am hopeful we will see some 

benefits from this extra funding as part of this project. Though all being well Buckland Filleigh is 

going to do well out of this financial year! 

 That’s it for this month. I hope everyone has a safe and healthy summer and I hope to see 

you all again soon. 

 Best wishes, 

Andrew 

 
7.2 Report from Councillor Wiseman-  You have all noticed that recycling and refuse 
collections are carrying on as normal, the same is true for the planning and other essential 
services.​TDC Business rates team have been processing the Business Grant support payments, 
paying out total of £21.5 million to local businesses 

 TDC was the best performing authority in Devon and 9​th​ in the country in respect of administering 
this scheme. 

Even though we have experienced a huge hit to our finances Torridge has enough funds to cover this 
year’s expenses, thanks to years of careful financial planning by this and previous councils. The 
government is giving Torridge a grant of £750,000 to help with the extra expenses we are facing, and 
we are hoping for more. There will be a large negative affect to Torridge’s longer term finances and 
we might have to make some difficult decisions but this is a very fluid situation and it’s still too early 
to tell for sure. 

 ​Planning 

Torridge recently lost an appeal for a large development in Great Torrington, which had been taken 

to the planning inspectorate. He decided that under a new interpretation of the 5 year housing 

allocation TDC new longer has a 5 year supply. All planning authorities are obliged under national 

policy to have a 5 year building land supply which we have to prove is deliverable. 

Discretionary Business Grant Fund 

A fund of £1.29 M is available. Torridge have received 244 applications and 151 applications 
have already been approved paying out £600,000. 

·​         ​Grants can be from £1000 to £25,000. It is aimed at small or micro businesses 

·​         ​For businesses that have no rates assessment.  But may have rent 

·​         ​Trading before 11 march 2020 

·​         ​Has been adversely affected 

·​         ​Market traders 



·​         ​Bed and Breakfast 

·​         ​Fewer than 560 employees 

The last tranche of this money is available from next week. 

Other 

Toilets and play parks are now open. 

From Saturday Westward Ho! Toll road will be contactless payment Cash can be used but 
contactless is preferred, carpark has been expanded. 

 Finally 

We all know how these are very strange time for us all but, Torridge Council has stepped up and is 

continuing to effectively carry out everything that is asked of it. 

  Cllr A Pett was very impressed with the recycling and rubbish collectors.  Continuing to work 
well throughout lockdown.  

 
8. Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes 
None 
  
  
9. Footpaths and Roads 
9.1 Update on work and maintenance on footpaths.  - Clerk has contacted the contractor and 
he hopes to complete the work in the next few weeks. Cllr Alistair Nethacott has asked for a 
new 15ft gate with pedestrian gate and  gate posts as a walker left a gate open and sheep 
got into his hay grass. Clerk to contact the contractor and ask for a 15ft gate.  

 
9.2 Monday 6th July Zoom meeting with Alice Watson, Highways Engineer. - On Monday all 
Parish Councillors, Cllr Andrew Saywell and Clerk Selina Woollacott attended a zoom 
meeting with Alice Watson Highways Engineer. Alice explained the plan for laying the new 
drainage pipe and the patching, drainages and resurfacing work which will happen on the 
stretches of road from Sedgewell cross to Horseshoes bridge. Please see the meeting 
minutes for more details. Clerk and Cllr Saywell will be putting an article in the parish 
newsletter once we have details of the road closure. Clerk asked Councillors if they had any 
questions for Alice that they have thought of since the zoom meeting. No questions.  

The upcott road has now been repaired by highways which is great as the road will be used a 
lot when the Sedgewell to Horseshoes bridge road is closed.  

 
Cllr T Bond asked if BT could complete work while the stretch of road is closed. Clerk to find 
out if this is possible. 

 
9.3 update on the Notice boards  - No update now, as the locks have been changed and 
invoice received.  

 
10. Correspondences  
None ,  ​Clerk is regularly forwarding emails to councillors from TDC. DCC, and Cllr Andrew 
Saywell about Covid-19. 



 
11. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting,  
Discuss the bench idea once Clerk has more information.  
Discuss the Corna Virus Grant.   
  
Meeting Finished at 8.05pm 
                                            Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk  

Email: ​bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com​     Telephone: 01409 281280 
 


