
BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Buckland Filleigh Village Hall 
Thursday 12th September 2019, 7.30pm 

 
Present, Alistair Nethacott (Acting Chair),Dave Dalsdon, John Salter,Selina 

Woollacott(clerk) Councillor Andrew Saywell 
 

1. Apologies, ​Adrian Pett (Chair) Tom Bond (Vic Chair),Councillor Richard Wiseman, 
PCSO Melissa Baker. 

 
2. Declarations of interest, ​None 
 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak, ​None 
 
4. Minutes of meeting held on 1st August 2019 and matters arising, ​Read, 
checked and signed by Alistair Nethacott.  

 
5. Matters raised at the last meeting for inclusion in the agenda 
 
5.1 Upkeep of the Church Graveyard.- Clerk read out Grant request letter from Pat 
Kirby (churchwarden.) The letter gave details of how the churchyard is currently 
maintained by Jim Cox and that he is no longer able to continue. A group of local 
volunteers would like to look after the graveyard. As it is not always possible for the 
volunteers to bring their own equipment as they may not have equipment or may not 
be able to transport equipment to the graveyard. The Grant request is for funds 
towards the purchases of  

 
STIHL FSA 90R Brush Cutter with 2xAP300 batteries/AL300 charger    £678.99 
 
Lawn Mower RMA 448TC                                                                         £479.00 
 
Safety equipment, Polycarbonate visor with ear defenders                        £40.00 
 
                                                                                            Total           £1,197.99 
The Churchyard and the PCC have already made sure there is a safe lockable area 
where the equipment can be stored.  

 
Alistair asked how much was in the Parish Council bank account. £9,549.14 clerk 
explained that £75 would be going out of the account shortly.  This still leaves 
£9,474. 

Councillor discussed that the Parish doesn't have many community places. And that 
the church and graveyard have not requested a Grant for a few years. Councillors 



discussed that after Granting the Village Hall £1,235 that they saw no reason why 
they shouldn’t Grant the churchyard the full amount of £1,197.99 All councillors 
agreed. 

 
6. Finance 
 
6.1. Bank Account Balance, as of the 05.09.2019    £9,549.14    £40 ICO chq not 
cleared yet.  

 
6.2. Village Hall hire for Parish Council meetings Chq written and signed for £35. This 
covers May,July and Sept meetings.  

 
7. Administration 
 
7.1. Police matters- PCSO Report - No Report. 
 
7.2. Neighbourhood Plan Review - A number of Parish Councils are completing a 
Neighbourhood Plan. A neighbourhood Plan can be used to  

 

● Develop a shared vision for your neighbourhood. 

● Choose where new homes, shops, offices and other development should be built. 

● Identify and protect important local green spaces. 

● Influence what new buildings should look like 

Neighbourhood Plans are optional there is no legal requirement for a community to 

prepare a Neighbourhood Plan. The policies in the Local Plan will still apply to your 

neighbourhood, whether you decide to prepare a neighbourhood plan or not.  

Councillor discussed if they felt there was a need for a Neighbourhood Plan, the 
work involved in preparing a Neighbourhood Plan the cost of preparing one.  

Councillors decided that there is currently not a need for a Buckland Filleigh 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
7.3. Highways meeting with Parish Councillors Adrian Pett and Tom Bond.  - Darryl 
Jagger from Highways has been in contact with Council Andrew Saywell to inform 
him that Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk had contacted him about arranging a date for 
a meeting and had left it to the Parish Councillors to set a date that they could 
attend. Tom Bond has explained to the Clerk with work and holiday he has not been 
able to set a date for the meeting. Councillor Andrew Saywell is encouraging all 
Parishes to send a Councillor to meet with highways as it is a great opportunity to 
discuss all the roads in the Parish.Darryl Jagger has been driving all the roads in the 
Parishes he is meeting with, and grading the condition of the roads.​ ​The meeting with 
Highways is also a good opportunity for the Parish Councillors to re-emphasise the 
importance of fixing the dip as well, as the trial is called ‘Doing what matters’ and it's pretty 
clear that fixing the Dip is what matters to Buckland Filleigh more than anything else at the 
moment.​ Clerk to ask Tom Bond and Adrian Pett to try and get a date set.  



 
7.4 Report from Councillor A Saywell. - Good news Devon has 40 new households 
signed up to be Foster Carers. This has created 60 new foster placements. Change 
in the way Foster Carers are paid has helped with the increase in people signing up.  

 
Devon County Council should be receiving 20 million pounds more for Education. 
This will be a great help for Devon Schools.  

 
Councillor Saywell is a Member of the Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue 
Authority.  Councillor Saywell explained about the changes being considered by 
Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Authority. The Changes being considered are 
the closure of 8 fire stations 7 of which are in Devon. Removing Appliances from 
stations and changing to staffing.  The main point Councillor Saywell was explaining 
that just because your Town/nearest Town has a Fire Station that Fire Station isn't 
always active to respond due to not enough on call firefighters being within 5 minutes 
of the station.  Councillor Saywell showed us a Map of Devon and which Fire 
Stations were active at  12noon on the 4th September 2019 it was surprising to see 
how many Stations were not active.  The plans that are being considered would help 
with where firefighters are based and less Fire Stations not being active for calls. 

 
Councillor Saywell is pleased to advise the Parish Council that the drain in the Dip 
project has been added to the design program for the next financial year.  So long as 
nothing major comes up this financial year that highways have to sort then work 
should start next financial year.  The plan is to replace the exciting drain.  

 
 
8. Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes 
None 
  
 
9. Footpaths and Roads 
 
9.1 Buckland House Dip update. See Above 
 
10. Correspondences 
 
10.1 Planning Workshop for Councillor at Hatherleigh,  Information for Councillors. 
Planning Workshop at Hatherleigh Community Centre on Tuesday 15th October 
10am - 1pm.  

Devon County Council Highways Conference, Clinton Hall, Merton, Tuesday 15th 
October 10am - 1pm 

 
10.2 Snow Warden. - Clerk wrote a request for Snow Wadens which was included in 
the Buckland Filleigh newsletter. A few volunteers have come forward.  Details of the 
volunteers past to Tom Bond so he can contact them and arrange a time to explain 
the role and show them the equipment.  

 



10.3 Climate Emergency Network​ ​- Clerk received email from Prof Peter Howard. 
Who is planning to set up a Climate Emergency Report Network. Clerk read out the 
letter and none of the Councillors have the time to join the network.  

 
11. Matters for inclusion in the next Agenda 
None 
  
                                      ​Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk 
Email: ​bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com​     Telephone: 01409 281280 

 
 
 


