
BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
 Minutes of Meeting 

Buckland Filleigh Village Hall 
Thursday 21 April 2016 at 7:30pm 

  
Present: ​A.P.Pett (Chairman), D.G.Balsdon,​ ​A.J.Nethacott, J.Salter. 
 
1. Apologies:​ T.G.Bond (Vice Chairman) 
 
2. Declarations of interest:​ None. 
 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak: 
Those present all spoke against the planning application for Buckland Mill. In the order 
presented, the objections (briefly) were: the shared track is not owned by the applicants (as 
claimed), the address of the property is Buckland Filleigh not Sheepwash (error by TDC), 
the applicants have made a nuisance of themselves e.g. by riding quad-bikes late at night, 
the buildings were not in agricultural use by the previous owners, increased traffic will 
endanger walkers and make use of the track difficult for existing residents, new boreholes 
will impact existing boreholes, sewerage runoff will drain into annual floodplain, bridge over 
Musselbrook may not support heavy building lorries, only named properties are entitled to 
use the track owned by Buckland House (new properties have no such right), there will be a 
detrimental impact on flora and fauna, there are no passing places on the track. 
 
[Agenda item 7 was discussed next for the convenience of the members of the public.] 
 
7. Review of planning applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes: 
Ref: 1/0320/2016/AGMB 
Location: Buckland Mill Farm, Sheepwash, Beaworthy, Devon. 
Proposal: Prior notification for the change of use of agricultural building to 3 No. dwellings 
under Class Q (a) and Q(b). 
The councillors were sympathetic to and in general agreement with the points raised by the 
members of the public. In addition, the councillors noted that: there is a Public Right of Way 
(that was not declared by the applicants), the Environment Report said a “detailed flood risk 
assessment” is recommended due to the “high risk of flooding” and this should include a 
“Drainage Impact Assessment”, the applicants had stated (twice) that “there is no history of 
flooding” (untrue), the application does not identify the site boundary, the claimed “rights of 
way” were not shown (in blue and brown) on any maps or plans. 
The councillors were unanimous in their objection to the planning application for the 
reasons given above. They felt the development would have a significant negative impact 
on one of the quietest and much loved areas of Buckland Filleigh and were aggrieved that 
the application was incomplete, inconsistent, and misleading. The application was invalid 
because the proposed site was not an “established agricultural unit” and it was not 
“occupied as a unit for the purposes of agriculture on or before 20 March 2013”. 



4. Minutes of meeting held on 10 March 2016 and matters arising not on agenda: 
The minutes were approved by the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
 
5. Finance: 
 
5.1. Annual Accounts 
The Parish Clerk has completed the annual accounts and the Audit Form and will arrange 
an audit by Pat Kirby prior to submission to the Audit Commission.  
 
6. Administration: 
 
6.1. Parish Clerk 
Chris Caines was unanimously accepted to replace Gary Fisher who will be standing down. 
Gary will effect a handover to Chris following the year-end meetings in May meeting and 
the completion and submission of the annual accounts. 
 
8. Footpaths and Roads: 
Nothing to be discussed. 
 
9. Correspondence: 
Nothing to be discussed. 
 
10. Matters to be added to the next Agenda: 
None. 
 
 

[The meeting closed at 8:12 pm] 
 


