
BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
     Meeting Minutes 

     Community Day Centre, West Heanton  
    Thursday 2nd July 2026, 7.30pm 

Present, Cllr Bond (Chair) Cllr Nethacott (Vice Chair) Cllr Balsdon, Cllr Salter. Selina Woollacott (Clerk) 
 

1. Apologies, Cllr Davis, District Cllr Wheatley. 
 

2. Declarations of interest, Councillors to declare any interests in matters on the agenda. Cllr Bond on Agenda 
item 9.1 Planning.  

 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak. 
3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. No members of the public present.  
 
4. Reports  
4.1) Report from District Councillor. Report read out by Clerk.  
The Devon Parish Pothole Handbook from Devon County Council has become available and will bring your Parish 
handbook along with me next Meeting. I would like to ask the Parish to subscribe to the DCC Road Warden Scheme 
to equip, train and insure small volunteer teams. The Pothole Handbook is comprehensive and covers other areas 
including reporting issues with Grit bins, overgrown vegetation, Public rights of way, Broken inspection covers, Debris 
or obstructions, Bridges and retaining walls, Flooding, drainage issues. There are QR Codes in the handbook with 
quick access to the topic you require i.e. using a smart phone. 
 Reporting Potholes is categorised as Defect Potholes - Highways FIX THESE minimum 40 mm deep and minimum 
300mm in length with a vertical edge after being reported where each report is allocated a reference number and an 
Inspector is sent to the location and determine its one for DCC to fix it and the speed of the fix is determined by the 
safety risk of causing and immediate accident. Add your name to the defective Pothole and don’t report it again as this 
will generate a new reference number and confuse the process.  
Non-defect Potholes - should be reported to your Parish Council and the Clerk records the Reports on the Parish 
and full Agenda item and used to update the Parish Priorities List. Road Warden minimum 40mm and minimum of 
400mm in length with a sloping edge. This could be a pin board inviting Parishioners to locate potholes on a map- 
DCC. 
The Parish Road Wardens will undergo training and be provided with necessary materials. Parish Road Wardens may 
not carry out the work yet are responsible for coordinating the works that take place. and can have a small team of 
volunteers who carry out the Works who also must undergo training and qualification requirements. Road Wardens 
and Parish Council working in partnership with Devon County Council. 
See also enhanced Road Warden Scheme, Paid Parish Lengthman and Pothole Ninjas in Handbook.  
To download a copy of the Devon Parish Pothole Handbook please go to louise4devon.com and select 
potholes and scroll down to New Potholes Handbook for Parish Councils to Download Latest Version here  
EXTERNAL OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
I recently attended the External Overview and Scrutiny Committee Meeting where we discussed the Chairman’s 
Report regarding reinstating the Bideford to railway link to Exeter and beyond via Barnstaple. It was agreed and 
voted for that the following will be presented to the Full Council to take the following steps. 

 
1 - TDC should concentrate efforts to improve connectivity by looking at cheaper and more immediate measures 
such as a fast coach service linking Bideford and Tiverton Parkway railway station and/or London as proposed with 
the Bideford Regeneration Plan 

 
2- TDC should develop a comprehensive more Active Travel network providing greater opportunities for cyclists and 
walkers to access the centre of Bideford from the various new developments around the Town and surrounding 
communities such as Northam and Westward Ho. 

 
3 -TDC should prioritise looking to improve public transport links between Bideford and other Towns, villages, and 
rural communities within the District. 

 

1 

http://louise4devon.com/


4- Although rail travel is greener than car travel to Exeter, improving facilities locally would be better for the 
environment and local economy. 
Water Safety - We received a Presentation from Mike Day Northam Burrows Manager and Lead Ranger and Matt 
Whitley Lead Lifeguard Supervisor North Devon and Somerset. With the unfortunate loss of lives of mostly younger 
people recently in drowning incidents this was particularly prevalent at this time. We discussed and learnt about 
Active Torridge currently having 
 20 schools get delivered the Swim England Swimming Program that currently helps primary children. There is also 
an Ocean Academy Learn to Swim programme where water safety is embedded across each stage of swimming 
lessons and Active Torridge ensures every swimmer develops confidence and practical safety. 
Active Torridge also delivers a Rookie Lifeguard programme offering an introduction to lifesaving and rescue 
techniques. 
Active Torridge currently has 2 employees at Torrington swimming pool who have completed both full Ocean Academy 
learn to swim programme and Rookie Lifeguard programme and have up-skilled to now become fully qualifiers 
Lifeguards for Active Torridge. 

 
4.2) Report from County Councillor. No Report. 
 
5. Approve Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, Annual Parish Council Meeting and Parish Council Meeting 
held on the 7th May 2026. The Minutes were sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting. All Councillors agreed the 
Minutes are an accurate record of each meeting. Cllr Bond signed the Minutes. 

 
6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda. None. 
 
7. Clerk’s Report. Declaration of Interest Form. Cheque Book. Sir Geoffrey Cox letters. New Gateway.  
Declaration of Interest Forms. Councillors are to complete the form.   
Cheque Book.  Cllr Bond has ordered a new Cheque book. Which should be sent to the Clerk. 
Sir Geoffrey Cox letters, I have contacted his office and given the correct details for Cllr Bond and the Parish Council 
due to Cllr Bond receiving letters addressed to Buckland Filligh Parish Council, Filligh, Barnstaple.  

New Gateway. A member of the public has reported a new gateway that has been built going into a field. I sent the 
information to TDC. It is in their hands now.    

Asset Check. I will complete the Asset checking, I do not foresee any issues with any of the assets.  
 
8. Finance 
8.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts.  
On the 5th June 2026 the bank account balance was £15,330.47 
£1,688.50 1st half of Parish Precept paid in.  
£410 P3 funds paid in.  
Outstanding Cheques, £167 Shebbear Youth Club, £60 Village Hall 
No Cheques on the Agenda 
The account holds £808.22 of P3 Money. 
This leaves a useable balance of £14,295.25 
8.2) Invoices to be paid received since the Agenda was published. None. 
 
9. Planning. 
9.1) 1/0392/2026/FUL Replacement of existing dwelling and use of adjoining land, land for Biodiversity Netgain. 
Elmstock Bungalow, Buckland Filleigh, Beaworthy. Comments by the 3rd July 2026. The Councillors were sent 
the details of this planning application prior to the meeting. The Clerk had the Planning opening on her laptop for the 
Councillors to see. Cllr Bond did not join in with the discussion on the application. The other three Councillors all agree 
there was nothing for the Parish Council to object to, and it looks like the new dwelling will be an improvement to what 
is currently on the site. Clerk to send No Objections from the Parish Council.  

 
9.2) Planning Decisions. 1/0112/2026/FUL Demolition of 1no. barn and the construction of 2no. Dwellings. 
Agricultural Building At Grid Reference 246108 110894, Shebbear. Application was granted permission.  

1/0257/2026/LBC Demolition of existing extension and outbuilding, erection of two storey extension with lower 
floor buried underground, replacement garage and associated alterations. Modbury, Buckland Filleigh, 
Beaworthy. Application was granted permission.  Read out at the meeting. 
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10. Footpaths and Roads 
10.1) Footpath update. P3 funds. As reported earlier in the meeting P3 funds have been received. Still waiting on an 
update on when work will be completed on the steps on The Glebe to Challhanger path. 

10.2) Drainage update. Galmington and Glebe roads. Update on the 29th June from the Highways Officer, No 
update and we will be informed when work commences.  

10.3) Bridge. No update. 
10.4) Filleighmoor Gate road. The road has been surveyed as there are white markings. 
10.5) East Lodge Drain. The Highways Officer has been to East Lodge and met with the owner. The Highways Officer 
and property owner have worked out who is responsible for which drains, gullies, pipes etc. Highways Officer has 
arranged for the Highways gullies to be cleaned and jetted. Highways Officer has also requested patching work to be 
carried out to some of the defective road surface on this stretch of the road and for some ploughing to the side of the 
carriageway in a bid to clear vegetation that is hampering the flow of water.  

10.6) Road Warden Scheme. Cllr Bond is still thinking about the idea of doing the training and becoming a Road 
Warden. 

The grit bin at Filleighmoor Gate has moved sideways. Clerk to report. Councillors are not happy with how worn the 
white lines are at a number of junctions. Councillors would like a letter written to Highways asking where is all the 
money being spent as the Parish of Buckland Filleigh and surrounding Parishes are not seeing an improvement with 
roads and road markings.   

  
11. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting. All items on the Agenda. 
  
12. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting.  
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd September 2026 at 7.30pm. AI Policy. 
 
Moved into Part 2.  
 
Part 2.  Clerk Appraisal. Completed. Council to see Clerk Appraisal form for details.  
  
Moved into Part 1.  
 
Meeting Closed 8.05pm 
 
 
 
 

 Members of the public are invited to attend.  
 

         Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.  
Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com     Telephone: 01409 281280 

 
 

3 


