BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes

Community Day Centre, West Heanton

Thursday 25th September 2025, 7.30pm
Present, Clir Bond (Chair), Clir Nethacott (Vice Chair), Clir Slater, Clir Balsdon,
District Clir Wheatley, Selina Woollacott (Clerk)

1. Apologies, Clir Davies, County Clir Cottle-Hunkin.
2. Declarations of interest, Councillors to declare any interests in matters on the agenda. None.

3. Open Session for members of the public to speak.
3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. No members of the public present.

4. Reports
4.1) Report from District Councillor. Report given by Clir Wheatley.
Supporting our Farming Community. Helping rural communities is essential with expert advice and support. This
is very evident in our Ward having a large farming community! Farmers are struggling and often feeling stressed, yet
some of us realise the importance of stance and excellent work our councillors, DCC/ Cheryl and some MPs are
taking support of the NFU. The SFI (Sustainable Farming Incentive) was abruptly halted by the government in March
2025. Previously SFl financially awarded farmers for adopting environmentally friendly farming practices. DEFRA
(Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) has a new appointee Emma Reynolds mp and we must wait
for a new revised SFI scheme expected to open in 2026.
Farm tax is another issue were 20% of the total farm value more than £1 million will be owed to the government on
the death of the owner. The next generation could face huge tax bills. Previously farm business assets were granted
relief from inheritance tax thus enabling greater continuity.
Many businesses can get free advice up to 12 hours free and guidance see below to book a free appointment.
FREE EXPERT SUPPORT TO HELP FARM AND BUSINESSES THRIVE
e North Devon Plus - economic delivery agency for North Devon Council and Torridge District Council - is
inviting local businesses and farmers to take advantage of two fully funded support programmes. The
Business BOOST and Farm BOOST programmes are designed to help businesses grow, adapt, and succeed
in today's challenging environment.On the Business BOOST programme, participants will receive up to 12
hours of fully funded, one-to-one support from an experienced Business Support Advisor. This tailored
support is designed to meet the current needs of your business and can include:
strategic business planning
financial forecasting and budgeting
marketing and digital presence advice
growth and scaling strategies
navigating funding opportunities
HR and staffing guidance
sustainability and green business practices

The Farm BOOST programme offers specialist support for farmers and landowners, providing:

e help understanding and applying for schemes such as Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI). Capital Grants,
Countryside Stewardships, Farming in Protected Landscapes, Farming Equipment and Technology Fund,
Animal Health, and Welfare Pathway

e business planning and diversification advice

guidance on compliance, sustainability, and futureproofing your farm
e nutrient management support from FACTS qualified advisors

North Devon Plus's Programme Delivery Manager, Louise Adam said: "We know how busy local businesses
and farmers are, that's why we've made it simple and flexible to access support—whether online, by phone,
or in person. We're here to help you make progress without adding to your workload.



"BOOST is already helping businesses across the region—from small businesses growing their customer
base to farmers securing funding and planning for the future. Workshops and webinars are led by local
entrepreneurs and industry experts, offering practical advice and opportunities to connect with others facing
similar challenges." Anyone who is interested can speak with an advisor or book a free support session by
calling 01237 428 834, or emailing:

Business BOOST: boost@northdevonplus.co.uk Farm BOOST: farming@northdevonplus.co.uk

This programme is funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund via North Devon Council and Torridge District
Council.

TDC - Local Government Reorganisation Still very much ongoing and undecided is where we are at with
Angela Rayner MP having resigned recently from government. The intention is structure of local councils is
changed to replace the existing two-tier system of county and district with more unitary councils. Full
proposals for the reorganisation must be submitted to the government by 28th November 2025.

Globe Hotel Community Project - Torrington. Very pleased to announce the target of £230,000 for the Globe
was achieved and succeeded by £10,000 and nearer £600,000 has been released by the central
Government. Now the real work begins! This will open doors for future funding requirements.

Hatchmoor Estate will receive 2million government funding to develop the area with more business units.
Clir Bond asked what will be built on the Taddiport site? There will be some retail units and Clir Wheatley said
he would like to see a large number of affordable and Social Housing but it does not look like enough
affordable and Social Housing will be built. Parish Councillors discussed the flood risk in that area.

4.2) Report from County Councillor. The following report was read out by the Clerk.

Great news to report on The Globe in Great Torrington, they reached their £230,000 goal with just a few days to go!
They even raised an additional £10k and these funds will go further towards the restoration. The goal being reached
means it is now owned by the community, unlocking more than half a million pounds from central government as part
of the previous government’s “levelling up” funding. Brilliant news for Great Torrington and the surrounding area!

| had a large number of people contact me, including the headteacher of Great Torrington School, in relation to
Stagecoach'’s price hike which took effect 20™ July. There was no warning and a lack of communication that this was
happening, meaning that many children didn’t even have enough money to get home from school (those who travel
out of catchment ie mainly those from Bideford). There is also huge concern for post-16 students who saw a massive
increase to £444 per term to get to college. Not only this but for everyone more generally with both return tickets and
the North Devon zone now scrapped as part of their new ticketing strategy. | raised concern over the price increases
urgently at our cabinet meeting and launched a petition which was actively supported by more than 2/3 of county
councillors from all parties and rapidly reached more than 1000 signatures. https://chng.it/rK7VQ5mfBN

We have now met with Peter Knight, Managing Director of Stagecoach and have agreed to work more closely in
partnership, both to lobby central government in terms of the need for fair funding for our large rural county, but
importantly, he has agreed to seriously look at re-zoning and lowering costs for young people under 18 which will likely
come into effect in January 2026
https://www.northdevongazette.co.uk/news/local-news/1870285/devon-mps-and-councillors-quiz-bus-boss-over-rising-

fares-for-schoolchildren.html

Over the summer we had a very interesting day visiting different locations in North Devon and Torridge in relation to
DCC-related economy and skills projects and partner organisations. First stop: Node Cowork at Roundswell which is
absolutely thriving and it's great to hear about the innovative businesses which are starting up and growing from this
fabulous work space. Particular mention to Julian Dymond from Great Torrington who manages Node and is doing
such an awesome job. | know Jules from way back so it was great to see him in more professional circumstances!
https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/barnstaple-enterprise-hub-hits-milestone-as-demand-for-modern-workspace-and-busi

ness-support-continues-to-grow/

Second stop: Castle Hill Work Hub, an excellent facility offering flexible work spaces in Great Torrington, a great
combination of hot desks, a bookable meeting room and individual private work spaces at the top of the Castle Hill
building, at very reasonable rates which include free parking! Third and Fourth stop in the same building: Learn Devon
and Bideford Library . It was great to speak to the tutors at Learn Devon who are so passionate about the adults they
teach, helping to improve skills and employability for people across Devon, some even enabled to take their exams
from home if needed. And upstairs to the truly stunning library, such a fab community space, welcoming various
community groups, including knit and natter who were there on the day, as well as all of the events for children and
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everything else that they do from bounce and rhyme to public health initiatives, oh and don’t forget there are books
there too! The newest initiative is there blood pressure monitoring service available from every library:
https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/blood-pressure-monitor-loan-service-launched-in-50-devon-libraries/

Also over the summer, we spent a day on the edge of Exeter with Devon County Council’'s economy and skills teams.
We visited Exeter SkyPark and Exeter Science Park (including the Zeal Hotel at the Science Park). At the SkyPark we
viewed the range of spaces available- from small business units right up to large companies employing more than 200
people. | was so impressed by the Watercress Research Company and the passion and science behind their business
and skincare products, with everything sourced and created locally. This is run by an Exeter University Professor and
GP duo (Prof & Doc). We then had a visit to Stovax and Gazco, a large employer, researching and manufacturing high
quality products right here in Devon. At Exeter Science Park we were welcomed and shown around by the CEO Dr
Sally Basker. 800 people are registered to work at the Science Park which is the collaborative venture of Devon
County Council, East Devon District Council, Exeter City Council and Exeter University, structured as non-profit. 25%
of the site is currently completed with big opportunities such as defence and offshore energy anticipated in the future.
Finally we walked across to the Zeal Hotel within the Science Park, a new, net-zero hotel which opened March this
year. The walls and roof are solar pv and generates more electricity than it uses! We learned about the design and the
technologies used to build this hotel. They also use local businesses to source food, drinks and products, as well as
having their own recipe for sausages. There are also two trees growing inside the hotel. It was so impressive as well
as having a very calming atmosphere, oh and brown toilet paper (it cuts out the bleaching process!)

In the first week of September we had our first big full council meeting which a huge amount on the agenda (the
meeting went on all day!). We agreed our strategic plan Strateqic Plan sets out vision for a Devon where "everyone
thrives" - News, and heard cabinet reports from 3 of our cabinet members. It was a daunting day for me as it was my
first time addressing full council on my rural affairs portfolio and taking questions from them. | used this opportunity to
speak out for Devon’s farming community and will be sending a letter highlighting a number of concerns to central
government ministers on behalf of the council.

*The full detail of the motion | referred to can be found here:

This Council recognises the vital role that farming plays in Devon, both as a cornerstone of our rural economy and as
a guarantor of our national food security. Our farmers provide high-quality, high-welfare produce, while also managing
and protecting the environment for future generations.

Council expresses particular concern at the damaging impact of the proposed changes to family farm taxation, which
threaten the future of family-run farms across Devon and beyond and has created emotional turmoil across the
country. We urge Government to reverse these changes and safeguard the future of the family farm model.

We further note with alarm the sudden closure of the Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI) applications earlier this year,
and call for their reintroduction, with sufficient funding and long-term support to ensure that farm businesses can plan
with confidence, while continuing the good work that farmers do and have done for the environment, driving towards
our aspirations for carbon reduction and biodiversity alongside quality food production.

This Council also recognises the importance of fair trade deals that do not undermine British farmers. Trade
agreements must ensure a level playing field, protecting our high food, welfare and environmental standards and
ensuring they are not undercut by cheaper imports produced to lower standards overseas.

We also support calls for agriculture and food production to be embedded within the school curriculum so that young
people understand where food comes from and the importance of farming to our country. We endorse the work of the
Farmwise initiative led by Devon County Council, which provides an interactive learning day every year for Devon’s
children focused on food and farming.

We reaffirm our support and commitment to the Devon County Farm Estate, recognising its contribution to developing
the next generation of farmers, supporting local communities, and delivering wider benefits to the county.

Finally, this Council recognises the severe challenges faced by farmers around mental health and wellbeing. We
condemn the closure of the Farming Resilience Fund earlier this year and call for increased support and promotion of
vital mental health and wellbeing services to ensure it reaches those who need it most.

Council resolves the cabinet member for Rural Affairs and the Chair of Farms Estate write to Government Ministers
and Devon’s MPs setting out these concerns. Council will continue working with the farming community and in
collaboration with partner organisations such as the NFU, to be an advocate for the farming community, and ensure a
thriving and sustainable future for agriculture in Devon.

As well as this, we voted to support the Smartphone Free Childhood campaign and agreed a countywide ban on
smartphones in schools from 2026. This is a bold step to put children’s wellbeing, safety, and learning first. Councillors
ndor rinciple of sm hon n in school
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We also passed ClIr Yusef’'s motion on hate crime, sending a clear message that Devon is a county that stands for
tolerance, equality, and respect. Hate has no place in our communities.

Southwest Ambulance Service came back to DCC’s Health and Adult Care Scrutiny Committee meeting 22"
September and the committee were extremely concerned, and | also spoke against SWAST’s decision to phase out
the fire co-responder service across Devon and the rest of the Southwest. The County Council are requesting they
abandon this decision as we believe it puts lives at risk in rural communities. Devon fires back: Ambulance trust urged
to reconsider fire co-responder phase-out | Mid Devon Advertiser

Finally, | am so proud to announce this new grant fund we have set up at Devon County Council. Designed by young
people, for young people. Please share with your local youth groups!
https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/new-grant-fund-laims-to-enrich-the-lives-of-devons-young-people/

If there are any safety defects or other highways type issues please do report them here: Report a problem - Roads

and transport
Grit bins can be requested via Grit bins and salt bags - Roads and transport

Speed concerns can be raised from the “report a concern” link at  Speeding. Speed Limits and SCARF - Roads and
transport

5. Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 3rd July 2025. The Minutes were sent to all
Councillors prior to the meeting. All Councillors agreed the Minutes were an accurate record of the meeting. Clir Bond
signed the Minutes.

6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda. None.
7. Website. Clerk and Clir Bond have set a time to get together and work on the Website. 1st October 2025.
8. Clerk’s Report. No Report.

9. Finance

9.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts.

On the 5th August 2025 the bank account balance was £13,240.34
Outstanding Cheques

£167 Shebbear Youth Club

The account holds £398.22 of P3 Money.

Cheques on this agenda total to £52

This leaves a useable balance of £12,623.12

9.2) ICO payment. Cheque for ICO was signed at the July meeting, the Clerk then received the new invoice and the
cost has gone up. Has been £40 for a number of years. Is now £52. Clerk cancelled the £40 cheque and Councillors
signed a new cheque for £52.

9.3) Invoices to be paid not listed above. No other invoices.

9.4) Little Bears Pre School Grant request. Little Bears Pre School have written asking for a grant towards a Water
Table. The last time the Parish Council granted funds to the Little Bears Pre School was in the financial year
2022/2023 and was £200. The cost of the Water Table is £222 and the Pre School have also sent information on
sensory items. The Councillors agreed to grant towards the Water Table. It was then agreed to grant the amount of
£222. Cheque written and signed.

9.5) North Devon Record Office Grant request. Grant request from North Devon Record Office, the Parish Council
have granted £50 to them for the last 2 years, Councillors agreed not to grant this year.

10. Planning.
10.1) Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes. None.
10.2) Planning Decisions. None.

11) Asset Review/Grit Bin Checking. The clerk has checked the Parish Council assets and the bench needs one of
the reflectors sticking back on it. Still has one on it at the moment.The Clerk will get this stuck back on. The clerk has
checked all the grit bins in the parish. The Clerk and Chair have concerns over the grit bin at Filleighmoor Gate as the
Chair was not impressed with how the new bin there has been installed. It is not on a level surface so the bin is not sat
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straight and the lid is not covering the bin correctly.This will likely cause the bin to crack and the grit will get wet. Clerk
to write to Highways with the concerns.

12. Footpaths and Roads

12.1) Footpath update. No updates.

12.2) Drainage update. Still waiting for an update from the Highways Officer will ask ClIr Cottle-Hunkin to see what
she can find out for us about the Galmington and Glede roads.

12.3) Bridge hit. The bridge (Horseshoe Bridge) is still showing on the website as outstanding to be completed. Clir
Bond informed the meeting that the ditches next to the bridge need cleaning out before winter so that the water can
run down into the river.

12.4) Filleighmoor Gate road. A member of the public has brought the state of the road between Filleighmoor Gate
and Hembury to the Clerk’s attention. The Clerk has reported this area of road a number of times. Clir Cottle-Hunkin
has also raised this as an issue with the Highways Officer. No reply yet.

Clir Nethacott raised the issue of the state of the road between Battledown and Sedgwell Cross. The part of the road is
just in the Parish of Shebbear and Shebbear Parish Council have raised this with Highways and their County
Councillor. Buckland Filleigh Councillors asked the Clerk to raise it with their County Councillor.

Clir Nethacott would like the Strubs at Dipper Mill to be cut back to give better vision of the road between the two
bridges.

13. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting.
Torridge District Council - LGR Presentation Slides

14. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 6th November 2025 at 7.30pm. Half Year Accounts.

Meeting Closed 8.16pm

Members of the public are invited to attend.

Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.
Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com  Telephone: 01409 281280




