BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes
Community Day Centre, West Heanton
Thursday 1st May 2025, 7.40pm
Present, Clir Bond (Chair), ClIr Nethacott (Vice Chair), Clir Salter, Selina Woollacott ( Clerk)

1. Apologies, Clir Balsdon, Clir Davies, County ClIr Saywell.

2. Declarations of interest, Councillors to declare any interests in matters on the agenda.
2.1) Complete new Register of Interest forms. Clerk is in the process of making sure all Register of Interest Forms
are up to date.

3. Open Session for members of the public to speak.

3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. 20mph Speed limit. No members of the public
present. Councillors discussed. The Parish Council received the following details from Highways and all Councillors
and the member of the public who put in the request have seen this. The current 60mph speed limit is in line with
national and local policy, as detailed below, due to the very rural nature of Buckland Filleigh and the lack of a central
‘village’ area. A 30mph speed limit is not something the Parish Council can implement itself and the response to the
member of the public relates to 30mph zones being changed into 20mph zones. Our policy should have been
explained more fully to them at the time of their enquiry.

Currently a national speed limit is the recognised norm between communities, in the past policy used to suggest in
some circumstances that a 40mph speed limit could be used to slow vehicles before entering communities however
this is no longer recommended in policy.

A 50mph requires a history of speed related collisions to be considered.

A 40mph requires a history of speed related collisions to be considered or in some special cases it may be considered
as a transitional speed limit where communities are located within 800 metres of each other. This is where you would
have a 30mph for the community and then 40mph in the middle and then back to 30mph for the community. A
community is defined as a minimum 20 frontages over 600 metres and this location does not meet this definition.

A 30mph requires a community of properties, importantly at least 20 property frontages over 600 metres.

A 20mph requires various points to be met including that the existing average speed to be around 20mph.

The Councillors agreed that the Parish Council will not be taking this further as Highways have explained why it will
not happen. The member of the public can if they wish to.

4. Reports
4.1) Report from District Councillor. No Report.
4.2) Report from County Councillor Saywell. Read out by the Clerk.

My final Parish Council report below.

DCC Update Report for Buckland Filleigh Parish Council — May 2025
Good evening. | am sorry | can’t be with you tonight but | am literally jetting off into the sunset this evening to take
some holiday before embarking on a new career in aviation. However, here are the latest updates from DCC since the
last PC meeting.

Devolution/Local Government Reorganisation. As previously reported, the Government set a deadline for March
21% for interim local government reorganisation proposals to be submitted. Following meetings with Government
officials, the Council has received guidance that multiple indicative proposals can be submitted.

A Special Full Council meeting was held on March 20™ to discuss this matter and a huge amount of work has taken
place on these indicative proposals, working with a myriad of community partners to assess the pros and cons of the
following potential models:

e two unitary authorities — one covering Plymouth and another covering the rest of Devon

e a two unitary north Devon/South Devon split, with one council for Plymouth, Teignbridge, South Hams and
Torbay and another for Exeter, East Devon, North Devon, Torridge, West Devon and Mid Devon

e a two unitary south west and north east split, with one council for Plymouth, South Hams and West Devon and
another for Exeter, East Devon, Torbay, Teignbridge, North Devon, Torridge and Mid Devon

e a three unitary option of Plymouth, greater Exeter (formed of Exeter, East Devon and Mid Devon) and the rest
of Devon



e a three unitary option, with Plymouth remaining on existing boundaries, a new unitary council formed of Exeter,
East Devon, Mid Devon, North Devon and Torridge and another made up of Torbay, South Hams, Teignbridge
and West Devon

e Also modelled for benchmarking purposes only is the option of a single unitary authority covering the whole of
Devon.

The proposals align with ministerial guidance which says that new unitary councils should have minimum populations
of 500,000 people each and align with existing district council boundaries.

These proposals are indicative only. Within the tight deadline the Government gave us, none of the Councils in Devon
have the data available or analysed properly to work out which options work or do not work.

With the County Election on the 1% of May, it's important that this document is a sound basis for the new Council to
pick up the work over the coming months. The new Council will make the decision on what to submit to government
on the 28" of November 2025.

The two key points | would make, whatever is finally agreed is 1. The Unitary/Unitaries has to work for the residents of
Devon. 2. It has to be financially sustainable.

Other Matters. And finally — this is my last report to Buckland Filleigh Parish Council and | would like to thank
everyone on the Parish Council, past and present, for their help and support over the years. It has been a huge
honour and privilege to represent this community on Devon County Council. | will miss working with you all!

One of my proudest achievements as a County Councillor was to secure the funding for the new drain at the Dip. For
a small rural Parish like Buckland Filleigh to get that funding and then successfully implemented was no mean feat.
And we got the funding and work done when | was still a backbench councillor and not on the Cabinet — so it shows if
you work hard you can get things done for your communities!

Will still be based down the road in Shebbear, until | can get into pilot school, and even after this Devon will and
always remain ‘home’. So hope to see you from time to time in my new career.

5. Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 6th March 2025. The minutes were sent to all
Councillors prior to the meeting. All Councillors agreed the minutes are an accurate record of the meeting. Clir Bond
signed the minutes.

6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda. None.
7. Website. Clir Bond has been away. Clerk has been busy with the end of year accounts for all her Parishes.

8. Clerk’s Report. Grit Bin update, Email to Sir Cox ( Airband and Recycling Centres.)

The grit bin is in place. Invoice will be on its way to the Parish Council from DCC.
| emailed Sir Geoffrey Cox about the Airband poles and the increase in fly tipping which the Parish Council feel is
linked to the cost to take items to the recycling centres and the rules with regards to commercial vehicles.

The reply

Thank you for contacting Sir Geoffrey on behalf of Buckland Filleigh Parish Council regarding the delay in the build of
fibre broadband to Buckland Filleigh.

Sir Geoffrey will raise this matter with Connecting Devon and Somerset to request an update on the build and as soon
as we have a response, | will share this with you.

Thank you, too, for your comments regarding charges at recycling centres and your observations of an increase in fly
tipping due to this. Sir Geoffrey is grateful for such feedback and will raise this at his next round of regular meeting
with the Leader of Devon County Council.
| also emailed Clir Saywell with regards to the recycling centres.

His reply was,

I have raised this with the Director of Environment Meg Booth and Devon County Council only has a legal obligation to
provide Recycling Centre facilities for Household Waste (which is waste arising from the day to day running of a
household). However, waste from vehicles (including tyres) is not classified as Household waste and there is no legal
requirement for the Council to provide any service for the disposal of this material or accept it free of charge.

As DCC has no legal obligation (or funding) to cover the costs of disposing of tyres, charges are levied to cover the
costs of this ‘discretionary’ service.

With regard to your comments about vans accessing the Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs), a van permit
scheme is in place to enable personal/domestic/household use only vans to access the sites. Commercial/business
vans are not permitted to access sites. This is to ensure that HWRCs are not used for the illegal disposal of



Trade/commercial/business waste at public expense (Trade/commercial/business waste should be disposed of via
commercial waste service providers).

On your last point regarding fly-tipping, according to the data, fly-tipping in Devon overall is decreasing. The official
data for the last complete year (2023-24) showed the number of fly tipping incidents reported to Devon’s Local
Authorities reduced by 8% from the previous year. The overall trend over the last few years for fly-tipping in the Devon
area is downwards. Fly-tipping is an illegal, criminal activity punishable by a fine of up to £50,000 or 5 years in prison.
Overall, the majority of people in Devon are law abiding citizens that would not contemplate such illegal activity.

And finally, if the charges are dropped the money will need to be found from somewhere else. Am not sure reducing
hours or even closing Deepmoor or Anvil Corner recycling centres... or scrapping dragon patching maintenance in the
Parish to pay for this would be welcomed by our Parishioners.

9. Finance

9.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts.

On the 4th April 2025 the bank account balance was £13,519.51

Outstanding Cheques

£167 Shebbear Youth Club

The account holds £1,067.22 of P3 money. After this evening the account will hold £398.22 of P3 funds. As the bridge
invoice is on this agenda.

Cheques on this agenda total to £1,607.41

This leaves a useable balance of £11,346.88

9.2) TDC Payroll and Clerk’s Salary. Payroll £20.33 vat £4.07 Salary £424.50 total £448.90

9.3) DALC Annual Membership £99.99 Vat £16.59 total £116.58

9.4) Work completed on the Footpath bridge £669 vat £133.80 total £802.80

9.5) Payment to Village Hall for Storage £60

9.6) Insurance. Insurance due 1st June 2025 £179.13

All Councillors agreed to pay 9.2 - 9.6. Cheques were signed.

10. End of year accounts and complete and sigh AGAR form. The Clerk handed out to the Councillors the end of
year accounts which show all the Incomes, total of £3,490.49 and all the Expenditure, total of £1,741.13 The bank
account balance at the start of the Financial Year and at the end of the Financial Year. The completed 2024/25 Budget
and the 2025/26 Budgets. No questions from Councillors and no amendments needed to the budget. The Clerk went
thought the AGAR form with the Councillors. The Clerk and Clir Bond as the Chair signed each section.

11. Planning.
11.1) Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes. None.
11.2) Planning Decisions. None.

12. Footpaths and Roads

P3 funds have been granted to the Parish Council the amount of £250 will be granted. This will be added to the
£398.22 in the Account. Total £648.22 This is to be used on repairs to steps and posts on the Glebe to Chalhanger
footpath.

Councillors informed the Clerk of two areas of road which are getting bad.

13. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting. None, all items on this agenda.
14. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd July 2025 at 7.30pm. Clerk’s Appraisal.

Meeting Closed 8.08pm

Members of the public are invited to attend.

Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.
Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com  Telephone: 01409 281280







