
                                                      BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
     Meeting Minutes 

     Community Day Centre, West Heanton  
    Thursday 6th March 2025, 7.30pm 

Present, Cllr Bond (Chair) Cllr Davies, Cllr Balsdon, District Cllr Wheatley, Selina Woollacott (Clerk)  
 
1. Apologies, Cllr Nethacott, Cllr Salter, County Cllr Saywell. 

 
2. Declarations of interest, Councillors to declare any interests in matters on the agenda. None. 
2.1) Complete new Register of Interest forms. All Councillors have been sent or handed a form to complete and 
return to the Clerk ASAP. 

 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak. 
3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. No members of the public present.  
 
4. Reports  
4.1) Report from District Councillor. 
Following report given by Cllr Wheatley 
EXTRAORDINARY FULL COUNCILTorridge District Council has announced today that it has been awarded just over 
£20,070,000 in capital investment with £250,000 revenue funding to support several projects to benefit residents 
across the district.  The projects announced by the government today, are being funded as part of the Community 
Regeneration Partnership Scheme and will support the council's strategic ambitions and deliver lasting benefits to 
Torridge. We are very pleased to of been awarded this government funding for our communities.The capital projects 
being supported by the Government are geographically spread across the district and cover a wide variety of themes: 

●​ Bideford Business Park (£2.6m) - acquisition and development toward high value manufacturing and 
engineering facilities. 

●​ Bideford Pannier Market (£1.475m) - modernisation and improvements to make fit for future and wider use. 
●​ Hatchmoor Industrial Estate (£1.6m) - The project will design a scheme, achieve the necessary consents and 

then deliver the services and infrastructure to site for future development of workspace for high value 
manufacturing and engineering facilities 

●​ Holsworthy Agri-Business Park (£7.3m) - development of Agri-related innovation, retail, and professional 
space. 

●​ Appledore Clean Maritime Innovation Centre (£2m) - additional funding to support the build. 
●​ Agri-tech nutrient pilot scheme (£0.3m) - testing the adaptation of a slurry condensing unit to recover nutrients 

and reduce the pollutants going into rivers. 
●​ Westward Ho! Water Quality Monitoring Buoy (£0.1m) - Installation of water quality monitoring buoy to provide 

real-time water quality data for beach users, tourism businesses and for managers of environmental systems. 
●​ Cleave Wood, Bideford (£1.2m) - The design and delivery of site servicing and infrastructure as a first phase of 

a residential scheme in response to local housing needs. 
●​ Social housing decarbonisation and EPC rating improvements (£1.5m) - pipeline of works to improve 57 

properties with E & F ratings to C or B. 
●​ Bideford Hospital (£0.75m) - reconfiguration site to create a "Community Health & Wellbeing Hub" with 

multi-purpose space. 
●​ The Globe Hotel, Great Torrington (£0.52m) - Initial capital works on Grade II Listed long-derelict hotel to 

redevelop into an 11-bedroom hotel and restaurant (in a town with neither) with a strong training presence. 
●​ Holsworthy Manor Offices (£0.725m) - Phased redevelopment inc. decarbonisation, remodelling to enable 

improved accessibility, flow and to increase opportunity for flexible community space (for example, co- working) 
The ability to achieve such a diverse spread of projects and themes was made possible through the establishment of 
the Torridge Place Board.  The Board, made up of 20 representatives from a cross section of local businesses and 
services, was established in February 2024.  Since then, it has been responsible for steering a potential programme of 
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works, designed to improve the long-term economic opportunities for the region and deliver positive environmental 
and health benefits to those people living in Torridge.  

Notice of Motion. Cllr Thomas proposed a Motion to support Proportional Representation (PR) which would ensure all 
votes count, have equal value, and seats won match votes cast. The introduction of PR IN Scotland has increased 
turnout by 44.8% at the last election in 2022. In Torridge, the Torridge turnout was 33%. It was proposed that the UK 
Government bring forward legislation to run using a PR voting system and TDC write to the Prime Minister and Leader 
of the Opposition to support PR. 

After discussions and a recorded vote, the Motion we are pleased was passed 19 for and 10 against. 
External Overview and Scrutiny Committee. We had a very constructive and excellent presentations regarding Arts, 
Music, theatre and creativity from the Chief Execs Emma Marston, the Plough Torrington with Grace Rodger's, Harriet 
Harper from the Burton Art Gallery in Bideford and Phil Parker co/founder Director of Artmakers in Bideford and some 
public speakers! There was a lot of interest and highlighted the importance of Arts and the creative industries in our 
community for young, old, and reaching out to those with physical and mental disorders, particularly in these troubled 
times. Involving young people, schools, workshops, plays/theatre, comedy, and being creative by nature, and working 
with TDC, and NDC, Arts Council, Lottery, and others for funding., 

The Plough in Torrington has a Youth Theatre with 70 members. Between June - August this year there are 29 shows, 
and 13 venues scheduled including Panto this April. The Plough has 65 volunteers with 7 full time staff currently. It is 
50 Years Anniversary of the Plough so watch this space! A better bus service between Barnstaple, Bideford, and the 
Plough would help. 

Burton Art Gallery in Bideford will be 75 years old in October and had over 149,000 visitors including from many parts 
of UK and overseas. The Burton Gallery is somewhat hidden by trees along Kingsley road and Victoria Park though 
like the Plough recognises the importance of youth/schools and had 19 school visits. The upstairs gallery is to be 
developed, and the adjoining Cafe Du Parc does very well with ground floor access to the Burton. Fantastic ceramics, 
art along with famous artists are on show and noted internationally with free entrance to their galleries. 

Artmakers Exhibition is located 1st Floor The Quay Bideford.. Artmakers has a virtual gallery made up of over 200 
local artists. Workshops, working with mental health, textile artists and largely voluntary!  We are very fortunate to 
have so much creativity here in Devon. 

Internal Overview and Scrutiny Committee TDC has previously put out a request to parish councils re listed 
buildings but not heard anything back, so now is considering looking at compiling a targeted list of buildings at risk. 

Asset management plan heard from Harvey Gardner new estates manager. 
Torridge holds 141 assets 84,000ft 
Income stream commercial and non-commercial equals approximately £1M 
The void is currently 2.8% don’t want it to go above 5% 
Climate change response we now have 2 electric commercial vehicles with the third proposed for Burrows team. 
Decarbonisation program 2025: 10 higher energy-using properties assessed looking at potential for solar PV, air 
source heat pumps, LED lighting etc.  EV charging: nine additional at Riverbank house coming forward in the next few 
months. 

Car parking 2024/25 revenue projection £2.1M 10% up on 23/24. Considering investment in new machines for 
National Parking Platform- cashless payments as well as cash and debit cards. 

Active Torridge Chris Keeble Chief Operating Officer for Leisure and Active Torridge updated the committee regarding 
Active Torridge including standard-monthly membership charges of £33.50 and discount for youth working out at 10% 
off membership price. 

Elections News In was decided by Government recently that the 2025 Devon County Elections go ahead as normal 
on May 1st , 2025. 

 
4.2) Report from County Councillor Saywell 
Report read out by the Clerk. 
Devolution/Local Government Reorganisation. The Government have announced that the DCC Elections for May 
2025 will still be going ahead. Unfortunately, they have also confirmed their intention to abolish the County and District 
Councils and replace DCC and TDC with a new unitary council. 
Following the announcement in the House of Commons we received another letter from the Minister of State for Local 
Government. In that letter the Government have instructed all councils in Devon – the 8 Districts, the County Council 
and the Plymouth and Torbay unitary councils – to submit an ‘interim plan’ to the Government by the 21st March. They 
then expect full and final proposals to be submitted by 28th November. If the Minister accepts the proposal, they would 
then, according to his letter to local councils, look to hold elections to the new ‘shadow’ unitary council(s) as soon as 
possible. So potentially good news for election aficionados. We will have elections in May this year for the County 
Council and then potentially have elections for the new shadow unitary council in May next year! 
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In reality, do I think that will happen? Probably not. More likely that the new unitary elections will take place in May 
2027 instead of the District Council Elections. BUT, that depends upon how long the Government will take to make a 
decision on LGR in Devon and also whether there are any delays in the reorganisations taking place elsewhere. There 
are 8 other ‘fast track’ Council areas which have been chosen ahead of Devon. I can see any delays in one or several 
of those areas having a knock on impact on us if we are not careful. 
Feedback from the Ministry to DCC officials has been that more than one proposal can be submitted on the 21st 
March. Plans are being worked up as I type and I will be worked on right up until the 21st March. At this stage I think it 
likely DCC will submit a number of indicative proposals to the Government rather than one. That way the ‘new’ Council 
elected in May can then chose which proposal(s) to develop further after the elections and in time for the final deadline 
on the 28th November. 
Although the Government’s aspirations are for all 11 Councils in Devon to come together to work up and agree on a 
single proposal, I have to say I think it is extremely unlikely a consensus between all 11 authorities will emerge. There 
are frankly too many organisations, too many opinions and bluntly too many vested interests for everyone to agree 
that ‘X’ or ‘Y’ solution is the way forward. 
It is more likely to happen is that competing proposals will be submitted to the Government. They will then take a 
decision and impose it on us, whether we like it or not. 
We have a timetable that has been set for us. I did consider in light of elections now happening whether we should 
have sat this out until after May. However, there is no scope for waiting until after the election and I feel it would be a 
dereliction of duty just to sit on my hands and say nothing and let other Councils like Plymouth, Torbay and Exeter 
dictate to us and the Government over what the future representation of Torrington Rural should look like without the 
involvement of the County Council. 
The new County Council can then decide what to do after the elections and that will be there prerogative. But whether 
we like this situation or not, I feel at this time the ‘do nothing’ option is the worst of all as that will almost certainly see 
something we don’t like get imposed on us. 
 As I also reiterated in my last report, if we are still arguing over what the new unitary council(s) should look like by this 
time next year then it goes without saying that taking decisions on the future of highways, libraries, youth services, etc. 
is going to be difficult if we don’t even know what the shape of the new council looks like. Awarding either very short 
term contracts or doing temporary in-housing pending a break up of Devon CC could be very costly and ultimately will 
mean less money for bread and butter services. The effect this has on the Council workforce is again, hugely 
unsettling and if there is long term uncertainty over people’s jobs and roles, the more likely it is people will leave both 
DCC and the District Councils for more secure jobs, and the Councils have to fill those posts with agency staff. Again, 
more expensive and less money for frontline services. 
But for the time being we have a deadline of 21st March to work to and this is what DCC will be doing. I know that talks 
are being held with other District and Unitary Councils so I hope there will be cooperation and not petty infighting in the 
coming weeks as we all work on a proposal that work best for our residents. 
Hopefully by next month’s meeting I’ll be in a better position to advise what this new council will potentially look like for 
us all. The stakes in this are very high – if we get this wrong it will cost us, the residents of Devon, very dearly. 
 Other Matters 
DCC Budget.The final budget will be agreed by DCC Full Council in February. Despite the loss of the rural services 
grant, additional income from the second homes council tax has ensured we have a balanced budget and no major 
service reductions or cuts. There will be an additional £4m going into the Highways Budget… though had the Rural 
Services Grant not been taken away I think we could have found an extra £10m from the Second Homes Council Tax 
for Highways. Instead, this funding has had to go into other services to prevent major cutbacks within Adult Social 
Care or Children’s Services. 
Overall the net revenue budget rises to £784 million. Of which approx. £383 million is for Adult Social Care (up 8.2%) 
and £237 million is for Children’s Services (up 5.5%). That leaves a rather more modest circa £164 million for 
everything else… 
Happy to talk in more detail on the budget at the next meeting. 
  

4.3) Report from PCSO Baker. PCSO Baker has left the role. There is currently no PCSO in Torrington or Holsworthy. 
Clerk has contacted details for the Beat Manager.  

 
5. Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 9th January 2025. The minutes were sent to all 
Councillors prior to the meeting. All Councillors agreed the minutes are an accurate record of the meeting. Cllr Bond 
signed the minutes.  
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6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda.  
Cllr Bond informed the meeting that he went to a meet and greet with SIr Cox at Langtree Hall. There was a good turn 
out of representatives from local Parish Councils. Potholes and TDC having no way to enforce planning rules were two 
of the top topics. Cllr Bond raised concerns about Airband putting up poles in the Parish and then not connecting them 
to the rest of the network and that the Parish Council are unable to find out what is happening. Sir Cox was interested 
in this as this is part of a scheme to get fast and better broadband to rural areas and Airband will have had and will  
likely still be claiming government funds for this scheme.Sir Cox asked for details to be sent to his office with photos.  

A member of the public has raised a request that the Parish Council consider supporting a proposal of action for 
20mph speed limit on the road alongside the Village Hall  and The Lodge.Member of public has been in contact with 
Highways who told him to contact the Parish Council. Councillors discussed the fact that they did not agree to being a 
part of or supporting the 20s plenty campaign at the March 2023 meeting. The Councillors discussed if a speed limit 
was put in place where it would start and finish, and surely there would be a traffic survey, that 30mph is more realistic. 
Councillors asked the Clerk to find out what is involved and costs to request and install a speed limit.  

 
7. Website. Ongoing. Will be on the next agenda.  
 
8. Clerk’s Report. Grit Bin update, Fly Tipping, Airband, Recycling Centres. Emergency Plan/leaflet.   
Grit Bin update, From the Highways Officer, order was passed to our contractor for fulfilment, on 4/2/25. I have not 
had a further update since then but will try and find out when the bin is likely to be in place. 

 Fly Tipping, I reported the tyres, Have they been removed? Cllr Balsodn, Yes they have.  
Airband, It is hard work getting any information, the lady i was in contact with has left Airband, have emailed her 
manager not heard anything. Have completed an enquiry form on the Airband website and have not heard anything. I 
will see what else I can do. Cllr Bond spoke to Sir Cox about this issue he has asked that details be passed on to his 
office as government funds were and are used on the project to get faster broadband to rural areas. Clerk to email with 
details and photos.  

Recycling Centres. I emailed out information to you all on the vehicle restrictions and the chargeable waste. Recycling 
Centres are DCC run. Comment from Cllr Basldon, it is no wonder the tyres were fly tipped at a charge of £5.80 a tyre 
to take them to a recycling centre. How much did it cost TDC to pick them up once fly tipped. Need to complain about 
the recycling centre rules and charges as it is causing fly tipping. Clerk to write to DCC and add it to the Sir Cox email.   

 Emergency Plan/leaflet. 2021 Cllr Balsdon delivered an Emergency Leaflet to all the properties in the Parish with a 
Quick Reference Sheet that the property owner could complete with their property What3Word location, and other 
details for an emergency. Do you feel this needs doing again as it will soon be 4 years. Councillors agreed that the 
contact numbers are still the same and not many properties have changed hands in the last 4 years. Review in a year 
when it has been over 5 years.  

 
9. Finance 
9.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts.  
On the 5th February 2025 the bank account balance was £13,819.50 
£240 Locality Grant from Cllr Saywell paid in. 29.01.2025 The Grant is to go towards the battery and service of the 
Dipper Mill flood watch system. The flood watch graph is available to all online.  

Outstanding Cheques  
£100 Citizen Advice 
£167 Shebbear Youth Club 
£59.99 Microsoft 365 
The account holds £1,067.22 of P3 money. 
The Account holds £240 Locality Grant for Dipper Mill. 
This leaves a useable balance of £12,185.29 
9.2) Invoices to be paid. Cllr Saywell had locality grant funds which he was willing to grant towards the Dipper Mill 
flood watch system as this is used by residents in his Parishes and he feels is an important service.Funds paid to 
Buckland Filleigh Parish Council as one of Cllr Saywell Parishes and the closest Parish to Shebbear. Cheque for £240 
written out to Shebbear Parish Council towards the cost of the Battery and system check visit. The total cost to 
Shebbear Parish Council is £540 +vat.  

 
10. Village Hall update. Roof etc. Clerk contacted the Hall Committee asking for an update and if they would like the 
Parish Council to put into writing a grant commitment towards the roof as this may help the committee when applying 
for other grants. They are waiting for a contractor to quote for the cost. They will let the Parish Council know if a 
commitment letter is needed.  
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11. Planning. 
11.1) Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes. None. 
11.2) Planning Decisions. None. 
 
12. Footpaths and Roads 
12.1) P3 funding and Checking Footpaths. P3 forms to be submitted by 28th March. Thank You to Tracy for 
checking the Footpaths and reporting back to  the Clerk. The issues raised have been sent on to the Footpath Warden 
and P3 funds will be applied for to replace rotten posts and steps on The Glebe footpath.  

12.2) Drainage issues update, Galmington and The Glebe. Update from Highways Officer. The Galmington Road 
gully that I have uncovered has an outfall pipe full of roots and it is not possible for us to jet the outfall pipe. When 
resources allow we will undertake a CCTV investigation to determine how best to deal with this issue. 
The highway grips and easements near Glebe House have all been cleaned recently but the ditches are full on either 
side of the road, meaning that there is nowhere for the surface water to drain away to. Whilst these are usually the 
responsibility of the adjacent landowner to maintain, I have raised a request with our contractor to clear these ditches 
as and when some ditching funding becomes available.  
Once we’ve had a chance to investigate the Galmington Road gully I will send you an update. 

 
13. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting.  
Meeting dates for 2025/2026 
 

14. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting.  
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 1st May 2025 at 7.30pm. This will include the Annual Parish Council 
and Annual Parish Meeting.  Apology from Cllr Davies for May meeting.  

  
Meeting Closed  8.35pm 
 
 

 
 

         Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.  
Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com     Telephone: 01409 281280 
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