
                                                           BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
     Meeting Minutes. 

     Community Day Centre, West Heanton  
    Thursday 9th January 2025, 7.30pm 

Present, Cllr Bond (Chair), Cllr Nethacott ( Vice Chair), Cllr Balsdon, Cllr Salter, Cllr Davies.  
Selina Woollacott (Clerk). County Cllr Saywell joined near the end of the meeting.  

 
1. Apologies. District Cllr Cottle-Hunkin, District Cllr Wheatley, PCSO Baker.  

 
2. Declarations of interest, Councillors to declare any interests in matters on the agenda. None. 
 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak. 
3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. No members of the public present.  
 
4. Reports  
4.1) Report from District Councillor. Read out by the Clerk. 
Please accept our apologies, we have an “extraordinary” full council meeting at the same time which will be looking at 
our response as a council to the devolution white paper by central government and the reorganisation of local 
government. 

By way of a report, this is the joint statement which has already been signed by Devon District Council leaders: 
 
JOINT STATEMENT: Devon District Councils - update on devolution and local government reform This joint statement 
is made following the publication of the English Devolution White Paper “The Devon districts are fully supportive of 
genuine devolution of powers from Whitehall to local government. “However, following the publication of the 
Devolution White Paper, and subsequent statements by the leader of Devon County Council, we would like to make it 
clear that we do not support the creation of one unitary council for Devon. “Our county, including Torbay, is diverse and 
made up of nearly 1 million residents across urban, coastal, and rural areas. Any reform of local government in Devon 
should follow a period of proper consultation with residents, businesses, elected representatives, and stakeholders. 
Looking at the evidence, we should decide collectively what is best for our area. A single unitary council for the county 
risks diminishing local representation, with decision-making that is remote from the communities we serve. 

“We do not support postponing the county council elections scheduled for May 2025. The government has indicated 
that this will only happen in priority areas who have clear and agreed plans. This is not the case in Devon, so we 
cannot be in the first phase of these reforms. “We recognise that the government’s white paper sets a clear direction of 
travel. As Devon’s city, district, and borough council leaders, we want to work collaboratively with others in particular 
with our neighbouring unitary councils to agree how we respond to this. Any changes must be carefully considered, 
transparent, and inclusive, ensuring that residents and businesses are fully engaged in shaping the future governance 
of Devon. “Our objective must be to get this right for our residents and businesses. That cannot be achieved if we 
make rushed decisions that have not been given the serious consideration that they deserve." 

Statement agreed by the following leaders: 
Cllr Paul Arnott, East Devon 
Cllr Phil Bialyk, Exeter 
Cllr Julian Brazil, South Hams 
Cllr David Clayton, North Devon 
Cllr Mandy Ewings, West Devon 
Cllr Ken James, Torridge 
Cllr Richard Keeling, Teignbridge 
Cllr Luke Taylor, Mid Devon 
 
Also please can you thank Tom and his team for their work during the floods 
 
4.2) Report from County Councillor Saywell. Cllr Saywell plans to arrive before the end of the meeting to give his 
report.  

4.3) Report from PCSO Baker. Read out by the Clerk. 
 I have listed logs and crimes for the months of November and December below. 
Crimes – 0 
Logs – 1 highway disruption (Broken down vehicle) 1 public safety (power line) 
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5. Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 7th November 2024.  
The minutes were sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting, all Councillors agreed the minutes are an accurate record 
of the meeting. Cllr Bond signed the minutes.  

 
6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda.  
Fly tipping has been raised by Cllr Balsdon. Tyres have been dumped in the trees between Sedgewell Cross and The 
Glebe. Clerk to take a photo and report to TDC. Cllr Balsdon asked what the rules are with taking a van to a recycling 
centre and if the recycling centres are funded and run by TDC? Clerk to find out and report back.  

Clerk has been trying to find out what is happening with the Airband in Buckland Filleigh as a number of poles were put 
up and no wires have been connected to the poles. Still ongoing.  

Members of the public have contacted Highways about having a Grit Bin installed outside their property as the corner 
next to their property gets very icy and they would like to be able to grit the corner. Highways informed them to ask the 
Parish Council if the Parish Council would pay for the Grit Bin, the cost will be about £250. Parish Councillors 
discussed as the road does get very icy and a number of accidents have happened. Councillors agreed to pay for a 
Grit Bin as it will benefit all the residents of the Parish and other Parishes as the road is used a lot. Clerk to contact the 
members of the public and Highways to get the Grit Bin installed.  

 
7. Website. Still ongoing with Cllr Bond and Clerk. Hope to have a report soon.  
 
8. Discipline and Grievance Procedure. Clerk sent the procedure to all Councillors in November so that they had 
time to read it. All Councillors agreed to the procedure and it has been aborted by the Council at this meeting.  

 
9. Finance 
9.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts.  
On the 5th December 2024 the bank account balance was £13,729.50 
Outstanding Cheques  
£100 Citizen Advice 
£50 North Devon Record Office. 
£167 Shebbear Youth Club 
 
Cheques on the agenda total to £59.99 
 
The account holds £1,067.22 of P3 money. 
 
This leaves a useable balance of £12,285.29 
 
9.2) Parish Precept. Clerk has forecasted a 2025/26 budget to help work out what the precept will need to be. All 
Councillors had a copy of the current year budget and the forecast budget for 2025/26. The Percept is currently 
£3,172 it will increase to £3,377 due to new properties in the Parish now paying Council Tax. Looking at the budget 
Councillors agreed there is no need to increase the precept over the £3,377. Clerk to complete and return the forms to 
TDC. 

9.3) Microsoft 365 Annual Subscription £59.99. Councillors agreed to the payment, Cheque was signed.  
9.4) Invoices to be paid that are not on the agenda.  None. 
 
10 Planning. 
10.1) Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes. None. 
10.2) Planning Decisions. None. 
 
11. Footpaths and Roads 
11.1) P3 funding and Checking Footpaths. P3 forms to be submitted by 28th March. A member of the public is 
checking the footpaths. The Clerk will complete and return the forms in March and update the Council.  

11.2) Drainage issues update, Galmington and The Glebe. Clerk has asked the Highways officer for an update on 
the drainage issues. Still waiting for a reply.  

 
12. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting. None.  
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13. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting.  
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 6th March 2025 at 7.30pm.  P3 update, Drainage issues update, 
Airband, Fly tipping and recycling centres. New Grit Bin.  

  
Cllr Saywell arrived. He gave the following report.  
Local Government Reorganisation 
The English Devolution White Paper was published just before Christmas. 
  
Extract from the ministers letter probably gives some explanation as to where we are heading as residents in a two tier 
area; 
Local government reorganisation My intention is to formally invite unitary proposals in January 2025 from all councils 
in two-tier areas, and small neighbouring unitary councils. In this invitation, I will set out further detail on the criteria I 
will consider when taking decisions on the proposals that are submitted to Government. I intend to ask for interim 
plans by March 2025. As set out in the White Paper, new unitary councils must be the right size to achieve 
efficiencies, improve capacity and withstand financial shocks. For most areas, this will mean creating councils with a 
population of 500,000 or more. However, there may be exceptions to ensure new structures make sense for an area, 
including on devolution. Final decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis. We will ask you to work with other 
councils in your area to develop unitary proposals that are in the best interests of the whole area, rather than 
developing competing proposals. 
  
In the White Paper the Government has explicitly issued a direction to Councils in two tier areas to reorganise into 
unitary authorities and to look towards setting up strategic Combined Authorities with an Elected Mayor. In our case in 
Devon, that would mean a Combined Authority and Elected Mayor for Devon and Cornwall. 
  
Statement from Andrew 
Following publication of the Governments Devolution White paper it is clear that considerable change is going to 
happen in Local Government in Devon. The County Council is going to be abolished, as will all the Devon District 
Councils. 
 We have two options; 

·         1. Do nothing and the government will impose changes 
·         2. Engage with the government to get the best result for the residents of Devon. 

I believe that engagement with the government is the best option. 
While I may not agree with all the government’s proposals, I need to do everything I can to ensure that the changes 
will make the local government sustainable for the long term and be able to withstand shocks like the pandemic, the 
war in Ukraine and the world financial crisis. At the heart of all this must be a stronger voice to inform the government 
of the issues my residents in Torrington Rural and the residents in the wider area of Devon face. 
  
The shape and size of the new unitary council(s) is the discussion that will come next, and will no doubt be 
contentious. The Government wants draft proposals submitted by March, discussions in the summer and a final 
proposal agreed in September. 
  
DCC held an emergency Full Council meeting on the 9th January and resolved the following. 
  

1.​ Support the Leader of the Council to submit a letter of intent to Government committing to the Government’s 
ambitious programme enabling the Council to Develop plans for local government reorganisation and deliver a 
Mayoral Strategic Authority. 

2.​ As a consequence of joining this ambitious programme the County Council will make a request to Government 
to postpone the County Council elections due to take place in May 2025 to provide the capacity on which 
reorganisation and mayoral devolution can progress at pace in 2025 to ensure the benefits of reorganisation 
and devolution for the area are realised as quickly as possible. 

3.​ The council will thereafter work at pace to develop full proposals for reorganisation in line with Government 
guidance which will be issued in January 2025, working with and alongside partners to develop plans for 
sustainable unitary structures which meet the needs and aspirations of the varied localities within the Devon 
area, including those of Plymouth, Exeter and Torbay as well as the coastal and market towns and rural areas. 

  
County Council elections are due in May 2025. However, if we are to stick to this timetable the practicality of holding 
an election is somewhat limited. Councillors elected in May will be planning their redundancy in September. And under 
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this timetable we would likely be having elections to the new ‘shadow’ unitary authority in May 2026, possibly followed 
by a Mayoral Election in May 2027. 
  
However, this will ultimately be the Government’s decision. They may choose to continue with the elections. But 
election or no election, it is clear that Devon County Council and Torridge District Council are going to cease to exist in 
a few short years and will be replaced by a new unitary council. I will do all that I can to defend the interests of 
Torrington Rural as we go through this period of change. 
 
Parish Councillors had questions for Cllr Saywell with a lot of the answers being Cllr Saywell’s opinion, due to no 
decision having been made yet. Councillors asked who elects the Mayor? The public do. Parish  Councillors agreed 
they do not see the need to have an election in May. Cllr Saywell will keep all his Parish Councils informed with 
updates in the following months.  
  

 
Meeting Closed 9.10pm 
 
 
 

 
 

         Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.  
Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com     Telephone: 01409 281280 
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