
   BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
     Meeting Minutes 

     Community Day Centre, West Heanton  
    Thursday 11th January 2024, 7.30pm 

Present, Cllr Nethacott (Vice Chair), Cllr Davies, Cllr Salter, Selina Woollacott (Clerk) 
 
1. Apologies,  
Cllr Bond, Cllr Balsdon, County Cllr Saywell, District Cllr Cottle-Hunkin and Cllr Wheatley, PCSO Baker. 
 
Cllr Nethacott chaired the meeting.  

 
2. Declarations of interest. To declare interests in matters on the agenda. None. 
 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak. No members of the public present.  
 
4. Reports  
4.1) Report from County Councillor Saywell. Clerk read out the following.  
The DCC budget overspend is now down to 4.5 Million from 9.1 MIllion. The Council are working hard to bring 
this down and be close to breaking even.  

Draft budgets are currently being set and discussed and I will update you in March with full budget information. 
More money for Child Care and Adult Social Care. The Highway budget is likely to have a 5% increase.  

Devolution is on track and I hope to have more information in February. 
Roads.There was a fault on part of the Dragon patching which was completed on the Heanton road, this has 
been inspected and will be put right once weather allows.  

Highways enforcement team are aware of the BT cap/cover that has water running out of it on the Buckland 
House to Horseshoes Bridge road.  

If there are any major problems with water and ice please report online and if it is dangerous ring 0345 155 
1004 as well.  

 
4.2) Report from District Councillor. Report read out by the Clerk.  
Joint Planning and Policy Committee- we now have a 5-year Housing and Land Supply again. 
Both councils have given the go ahead to do a New joint local plan and will start visioning before the formal 
process starts. The last meeting highlighted the need for more traveller sites which has always been a 
struggle. 

 Full Council- Barbara Shaw Chief Exec of Westward Housing presented to Full Council in December with their 
highlights. There were 826 home improvements, 5731 repairs, with £16m invested in repairs and maintenance. 
Also 54 new homes for rent and shared partnership in Torridge and they received a customer satisfaction 
award last year. These were obviously the good bits; we are aware that there are also various complaints, and 
Westward Housing will be called in for Scrutiny at a committee meeting later in the year. 

 Torridge District Strategic Plan - Plan Consultation is now completed and plan now adopted and will be 
integrated into the council’s business plans. There were a few additions made as a result of the consultation 
and the plan was adjusted accordingly, including to investigate the appetite for and feasibility of a rail link 
connecting Bideford and Barnstaple- it should be noted that the vast majority of that line would be within North 
Devon District, not Torridge!  

-There was also unanimous support from district councillors for the mental health link centres that DCC are 
proposing to close down. 

Old Torrington Creamery/Old Milk Factory/Dairy- The demolition of the old Torrington Creamery commenced 
in November and is expected to last for 8 to 10 months. The project is being carried out by the joint 
administrators of Waterside Construction Southwest Ltd and Valley Estates Southwest Ltd (in administration) 
that own the site, with support of Farm Finance Ltd, TDC assistance, Cornwall Police and Devon and Cornwall 
Fire and Rescue Service. This move has been welcomed by Torridge District Council.             
Community Safety Partnership with North Devon Council- there was emphasis on the importance of street 
marshalls. In North Devon this has been funded through the Safer Streets Fund but wasn’t available to 
Torridge. The police have said they will not fund it, and so the question is where funding will come from if we 
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want it to continue or see more of it. There has also been success regarding a night bus between Barnstaple 
and Bideford and the councils are requesting they extend the routes to Torrington and Ilfracombe. It helps keep 
people safe by reducing drink driving, unlicensed taxis, people trying to walk home under the influence of 
alcohol. 
First Meeting was held recently of the North Devon Culture Board - to deliver North Devon culture strategy 
for wellbeing, talent development, cultural hubs in market towns, youth and training skills. This also includes 
heritage and museums. There was initial discussion around a cultural directory, mapping, events and youth 
workshops. The board is looking for more members with specific skills in the cultural sector, including young 
people. 

 
4.3) Report from PCSO Baker. Report read out by the Clerk. 
Crimes and logs for November and December are: 
 Crimes – 0 
Logs – 1 suspicious incident 

 
5. Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 9th November 2023.  
The minutes were sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting. All Councillors agreed the minutes are an 
accurate account of the meeting. Cllr Nethacott signed the minutes.  

 
6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda. None.  
 
7. Website. Cllr Bond is trying to fix the website.  As he was not present at this meeting, no update on the 
website.  

 
8. Finance 
8.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts.  
On the 05th December 2023 the bank account balance was £12,705.14.  
One outstanding cheque to be presented. £50  
The account holds £1,067.22 of P3 money. 
The Cheques on this evening agenda total £709.99 
This leaves a useable balance of £11,995.15 
 
8.2) Chq for the Clerk, £59.99 Microsoft 365 1 year subscription. 
8.3) Citizen Advice Chq £100. Agreed at the November 2023 meeting. 
8.4) North Devon Record Office chq £50. Agreed at the November 2023 meeting.  
All Councillors agreed the above payments the cheques were signed.  
 
8.5) Removal of account holder. Completing the online forms and submitting them does not seem to be 
working as Mr Pett is still on the account.Clerk is going to request a paper form to try and get Mr Pett removed 
from the account.  

 
9) Budget and Parish Precept. Before the meeting a copy of the budget and a print out of the Precept 
calculator was handed out to each Councillor. The Precept 2022/2023 was £3,157 the precept will increase to 
£3,172 due to a change in the number of properties paying Council Tax in the Parish. The increase does not 
affect the amount each property pays towards the precept. Councillors checked the budget and all agreed no 
need to increase the precept. The 2024/2025 precept will be £3,172.  

 
10. King’s Coronation  
10.1) Kissing Gate. The gate has been made and installed. The gate is on the footpath in the Church 
graveyard. Made with local wood. The Parish Council agreed at the March 2023 meeting to grant £500 towards 
the new gate. Cheque written and signed. Thank you to all involved with the making and installing of the gate.  
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11. Planning. Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes.  
1/1245/2023/FUL Removal of connection with Filleigh Moor Gate (variation of condition 2 of planning 
approval 1/0890/2004/COU) Sand School At Grid Reference 248473 108808,Sheepwash. Comments to  
be submitted by 13th January 2024. Councillors were sent the planning prior to the meeting to read. All 
Councillors agreed to comment No Objection.  

 
12. Planning Decisions.  
1/0936/2023/FUL Erection of a stable and hardstanding Filleigh Moor Gate, Sheepwash, Beaworthy. The 
application was granted permission. Read out to the meeting.  

 
13. Footpaths and Roads 
13.1) P3 money and repairs on Footpaths. Clerk has not yet received the P3 application forms and with the 
last claim for funds to fix the bridge still not completed and spent i am as Clerk in no rush to find anymore P3 
projects. Anyone who walks the footpaths and sees an issue please do let me know and I will investigate and 
claim funding if it is needed.  

 
Cllr Salter asked if the drain issue near The Glede can be reported as the large puddle of standing water is 
being driven through then the wet road is freezing. Clerk will report, Clerk will ask Highways to check the drains 
near Parsons Cottage as the road and corner there gets icy as well.  

 
14. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting.  
TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF THROUGH TRAFFIC THURSDAY 14 MARCH 2024 Between the hours of 
08:30 and 16:30. Roads affected - ROAD FROM SEDGEWELL CROSS TO DOWN CROSS, BUCKLAND 
FILLEIGH. Read out to the meeting.  

 
15. Petition. Clerk to collect in the Sir G Cox MP petitions and send them to his office.  
 
 16. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting.  
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 7th March 2024 at 7.30pm No suggested matters at this time.  
 
 
Meeting Closed  8.10pm 
 

 Members of the public are invited to attend.  
 

         Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.  
Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com     Telephone: 01409 281280 
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